Sally Ainse
Table of Contents
Binder: H-2

1. Atticle: Old Cabin Restored (NC).......ccuuiveueeiimmmisemnessnseososees s 1
2. Photographs: Sally Ainse Cabin ............oeeuueeeeneeeisee e 2
3. Fred C. Hamil, “Sally Ainse, Fur Trader” Historical Bulletin, 1925 . e 1
4. Louis Goulet, “Phases of the Sally Ainse Dispute”, Kent Historical Somety Papers
and Addresses; VOL 1-7, 191481 .......cociiiimiemnmmmmmasmummresonssssssms o 54
5. Louis Goulet “Phases of the Sally Ainse Dispute™ Burton Collection, Detroit
e T R IR 58
. Unknown Sally Ainse Article (NC)......uovvmieeeeeaeeeee 59
Ty JOBR ABKIN PEDOIS. 0i0tienn vem e mlnenmomsms sosansmenymsin s s s s s 60
8. Article: Slave Exchanged for Dover Farm, later dies on Sandwich Gallows
084 FE S SRS o IO I 62
9. “Story of Sally Ainse”, The Totem Pole. March 1. 1954, Vol. 33, N Gl r 63
10. Gwen Robinson, “Southwestern ORtario. ....................cooooveemieeeeeo 70
11. Untitled document (Windsor Public Library)...............oooveeiiee 80
12. Primary Document: The Report of the Bureau of Archives...................... 82
13. Primary Document: Land Deeds. ................veeeuneeeeeeeoo 92












CARNEGIE LIBRARY

SALLY AINSE, FUR TRADER

By Fred C. Hamil, Ph. D.

Historical Bulletin No. 3

Issued by
j THE ALGONQUIN CLUB
Detroit, January, 1939




|

INTRODUCTORY NOTE

The Algcnquin Club, composod of history lovers in tho Detroit
kiver arcw whe nmect from time to time for socizl fellowship und
higtorical discussion, proscnts to the reoucer its third historica
bulletin. Preceding issues huve dealt with the buttle of French-
town, Jumuary 22, 1613, und with o doscription of tho route from
Kiagors to Mockinwee followcd by the fur traders in 1767. The pro-
sent offering, recounting the remarkable cureer of Sclly Alnse,
Indian woman end Indian trader, was givon as an oddress wt the
nonthly neeting of the Club, October 14, 1938. Dr. Humil, the
suthor, is o mative of Cunads and o recont addition to the his-
torical faculty of Wuyme University. Ho is preparing o history
of Kent County, Ontaric, ond his study of Selly Ainsc is o by-
product of this lurger cnterprise. The Publicetion Connmittec
feels thot Dr. Hamil's offoring afforcs. 2 typical illustration
of the charucter of the addressces which the Club has becn priv-
ilezed to heor during the several yours it hus been in existence.
The Cormittee { M. M. Quaife und C. C. Ritzo of Detrcit and George
F. doedonald of Windsor ) records with gratitude the potient vol-
untcer labor of Robert H. Lorson in minceprephing und otherwisc
superintending the tosk of publiceotion of the bullcotin.
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During the leost two decades of the eighteenth century o certain
Sarah Ainge, alias Montour, 2liazs Willson, was & well knovm figure about
Detroit and the settlement on the lower Thamcs River. To students of
the history of these districts she is known as o ftrader, and possessor
of o large tract of land on the Thumes by virtue of a gruont from the
Chionewas. It is ulso knowm that for several years she fought to retuain
posscsgsion of this tract after the govermment purchuse of 1790. Ordered
to be invested with eight 200-acre lots in 1792, various forces and in-
“erests resisted, until in 1798 a sccond Order-in-Council reversed the
first and left her with but one lot, on which she had lived for several
years, After this Sally Ainse rccedes into obscurity, dying at Amherst-
burg about tho yeoaur 1823.

From the fact thet she wes sometimes knowvm as Montour, it has been
gurmiged thet she was o member of this famous family, which included
guch outstending figures as Mademe riontour, Cotherine, French linrgeret,
wucen Esther, and Andrew. But her origin and curly life mﬁggm huve re—-
moined forever obgcure if it had not been for her owvm stutement mede in
1789, cs follows:!

Your pctitioner wns brought up on the Susguehonna River, ond at
geventcen yeursg of age married onc Andrew Liontur:, Interprcter
for the Crown, by whom she had scverazl children who arc now liv-
ing. Her husbond o few years after 1cft her with her releations
the Oneidas living on thc Mohuwlk kiver, and being a little: w.c-
customed to civilized woy of living, your pctitioner recquested
of the said nation to give her the portion of lund she was entit-
led to in order to improve wupon it in the mcnuer of white peo-
ple. The nation in congccuence had o council ond gronted to
your petitioner six miles from cuch bostion of Fort Stumwix by
decd gigned, scaled, and delivercd. From her ctticnment to the
British Govermacnt she abandoncd her posgessions ut Fort Stanwix
ond come into this district...

fefcrence to the c.recr of Andrew Montour, whose Indian no.ac wos
Sattelihu, throws new light on Sully's life beforc coming to Detroit.
He wes the son of lndosz Mentour, zbout whosc origin mach huas becen
written. Eer own story was that her father was o governor of Cuianda.
Some hiwve stoted that she was o davghter of Frontcnac; others thet her
futher wis o Freneh noblerin nemed Montour. The tiruth sceims to be that
he was & helf-breed nomed Louls Coue, who took the nwie of Liontour, wnd
whout 16835 murried o Saco Indiar womsen., He wog iiled by the clder
Joncuire in 1709 on orders froam the Governor of Cunuda, for descrting
the French ond influencine: the Indicns to trode with the wnglish. Madume,
whose Christiur nune 1s not known, was born in Cuncde about 16084,
captured by worriors of the Pive Hatioas wher ten yours of rnge, and
brought u» among the Oncides. Loter . shesmar?isdCrrondavansy-or i Big

"Trece ", aldassRoberteHunter, o fimous chiel of thit no.tion, who wus kill-

cduﬁnwxneaeano%iﬁﬁﬁﬁtﬁ*1?39zwhqugggh$ing*ﬁg;insﬁutﬁﬁ“Catawbas. roedame
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v wife he hud o gon John, born in 1744, wund probably other children. Dur-

. Checcheos among the Delawarcs; cnd Androw/ himsolf stutod in 1756 thut hc

- hive beon married o Stlly ws curly as 1745, for in 1758 onc of her

morricd ot the age of scventcon, thi s ronddepl aco- tHowdatemoBehers ovm
_ birth about the ycar 1728, : PO

appours os cn Indian interproter ns eapltiESL?llah:.nd cxerted her great
influcnece with the Indi.ns in the Eritish interosty .'.-.g.e.inst the French.
In 1784weMe lived ot the mouth of the Loyulgock crock on the site of
presont Liontoursville, Pennsylvuni:. I:t 1745 sho g living on un ig-
lind in the Susquchonna River ot Shumokin, now Sunbwry. Shetprobubly™
dicd-phout-17a2, ~ N

Afidrow wos dhe.more. fomous of Mudem'g two sons.. 3 The Morevian
; behimbnehfd2peand doscribed him as

i ;-;sion:'.r:{ GountteZine
follows: °

SO Eemo

Andrew's cust of countcnanec is decidedly Buropcun, und hud
not his fi.cc been cneircled with o broad bund of paint,
opplied with bour's fut, I would certoinly have tuken him

for onc. He wore o brown broudcloth coat, v gcarlet demiskcn
luppel wodstcoat, brecches, over which his shirt hupg, o
bluck cordovun ncckerchief, decked with silver bugles, shocs
and gtockings, und o hot. His ecurg worc bung with pondents
of bruss, and other wircs pluaited togother like the hondles
of . basket. He wes very cordixl, but on my sddressing hinm
in Trench, hc to my surprise, replied in English.

At this time Androw wos merricd to o grand-damghtor of the Deluwerc
chief Olwspics, who lived ncor the Montours on the Susquechannu. By thisg

ing the Revolutionary Wor John wes said to have hed o brother named -

had o duughter Mudeling living with that tribe,? o

I believe John's mother dicd vory soon ofter his birth. Axdrew mey

deughters wis approsching wonrnhood.6 Sinec Sully stated - she wes

b In 1745 Andrew ¢nd his fumily werc living or the islind of Shemokin,
with Mod.une wnd French Murgeret.  Bishop Spangenberg mc,ntio;?‘ns croszing
to the iglend to deliver .o mesgage from angrew to his wife,'! In 1748 hék
bogen . hig corccr as.intorpreter for the. Stute.of Penunsylvenia. He wos ®
timen*dtseribo “as Yiving " among- the, gix untionsgbetween the brinchcs of
bito:Ohiovand*Luko.Bries " 8 A fow nont™s 1ator Conrud Wolser, who hud .
reeormended him to the Govermmont, wrotc to Secerctury Richoard Poters

thoet Andrew hod ™ pitehcd upon o pluce i. the proprietor's mennur, ot
Conutoguenny. He oxpects thot the govermment ghuall build him o housc
there, .nd furnish his fumily with nceegsarys. " Weliserweommentcd thet
M&&mmymhzmmzo«pleuso: i

w8, 8tillaresidingedneohtoy 10 bma!yg.,_& Auter. he

VB grenteden " Somnt tolon under®the"1¢sser-seul~of-Pennsylvenia. to G0 und

.



.reside over the Kittochtinny Hillg, Hig duty w.s to worn off settlors
on the Indion lands end report them to the Govorm::ent_.___l _He chose o

bPlece on the susquchann. River :.;tlzhc mouth of o streem celled Montour'g
Run, in present~diy Perry Couaty.

Andrew's wife, Sally, ia.._r_lgg;_;:-___;‘rpd 10 in no very. complimentary - terns
Mmtﬁi‘y&ﬂaﬁgrmip ,Eubmr-‘;fgg).- " Andrew Y, he wrotc, ' has boon
arrested-for+fifty. pounds, ond indecd I would have suffered him to hive
gone to jail, for he is, on expongive mu,n-havin@““ﬁ?‘w:ffe?’*ﬁh'oﬁtwes-upu-;_-_
&oods ot a.zv».rato»«;md.to-:umw:slm, but o ho ig going to Onondage in o
public charscter, ondds lutely ohosen o member of ~the Onondag:s Councify
‘forf:-;'the;,O.h:’m;,-,;;[,g.j,‘d;fzas_. it mey be dwngerous to the, CSsiousmifor hin -
b dmp 8. Sally igsngals ‘mentloned- by Conrad wWolser whon ho
Bislted ;gpntqﬁz‘ﬁﬁ"*-?mn'--in_'_'_Sopt'?ﬁBor.. 1754, He found theore sbout Tifteen
'I.n&.‘."*.-*.’.ii"sff‘—-’mén',-?ﬁ%i#bmen-, “end childien. ¥ Androw's Wwife hod killod ‘w shcch
fcr_i.‘_ﬂiom*-'somorffdb.ys-—-a.go., She compluined thet they had done groot demagsu
to the Indion corn, whigh. wag wow fit to.roust, o 14 " e

]
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The Stute of Poennsylvania found that
the Indisns, and wms so valuuble as n age
oanorthwhilogspending morc:money to-keop h - BotiBfied.
ocecurred Broddock's defeut; und ‘the Froneh and Indian imibisrs of the
Amcricen settlements. Apdrew wus uctive in g;-.ini_ng_int_ollig_c—nca_-_of s
thei Temovements.«und wurning the inhibi tonts.of. intendodwatbacksy Hig
ovm fortuncs suffered, und on Deccnber 1 he presented .. betition to the
Agscmbly stating thut he hug suffered considerable Gunzge ot tho defeut
on the Monong:heln, und hed become indebted to vorious bcrsong., His
800ds hud bien soized in ocxceution, and hi'g fomily thereby greatly dige
tregsed. He gheted further thot he wes employed ia $he sorviee of hig
country ugoingt tho Cilewy, ond hud left his wife wnd childres in the
Wprovince. Hc bruged thet the Housc viould offord his furdily relief und
BEovido Tor thom:during hig absence, 19

_ This oppcirs to huve becii done, for in February, B56, the s ute
Mneariﬁﬁ#é;in;mmdrios_,for\.&.ndrowj, hisg wife, snSeREtare.> 1° Dyo
months loter the Six E.tions Indiuns hod o long conforence with the
Governor ot Philodelphin, w They put Andrew Lontourts children under
h¥s . core, wg #oll the threc thet wro herey i bo independint of the
mother, ampo boy of. tviclve yours old, tRat he had by & formal wife, o
Deluviure.,,n Thks boy. wus John tlontour, whe becumc well knovn during
‘shr...\iu,_volutionuny,.-.i‘kw. The®Governor also promisof._?tq___ggz_ld for Andrcu's
doughter Mndeding, wif-lived -mong the Delowarcs,

The stitencnt thet three of the children were pleced in Philudelphi.
to be indepcndent of thu wother, geeng-to-indiecuie thot~8ul 1y hag>n] -

STRNG RS Lo Ebaslyypanhyarpe TEVEAC withoharas sdesbibong, the Oncidas, noour the
Nodissdswsupported. by . the~fudt-thot .o son wos - born to her
dplemetilidicon: Octobcr-»al,.__lz_:@,@, W5 baptized in the-Duteh

Pt et e sy g Nieol,.y:g., T}ﬁ*"pi*ff‘éh’f%%given- w8 Andrey

) 41
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and.Surs Montour. 28 Thig child wus the only one to roruin with the
mother, ’

How soon after coming to the Mokowl: River sho rcecived from the
Oncidas the gront of lund at aSbunule, o do N0t know, but it wus
pProbudbly not lon§ after the fort was buil
roudEsnadrader. 19 perhups driven to it by hor cxpensive hubits and
umbitious mind, For tho next few yoors her life ig veilod in obsour=-
ity. It isg tompt:is, howover, to belicve thut she wus the Oncide squaw
ot Fort Stanwix who in 1765 told the goldiers thot the Onoidos wore wun-
8ry ot the killing of gome of their young men by tnc Engligh, EQ But of
this thore ig no proof. : ' :

“SE11y"nppoarsoeain for o bricf moment in Movember, 1766,
Porteous~mot- holmonutibe. noxrt _ 'oﬁfmj‘@ih;“}gﬁtghﬁ@g sdad
geing . toswinter nt“Liong.Point. She wus thus cxtending
activitics far to the we gt of_hox, homousuimi Ekg

e

When the Revelubionury. War. broke. out oy of the Ongidea. r
u. Now Vorks StatcT but=Sully. abundoncd. hox. pggsoseions Thero
Mh@%’etmmﬂiﬁtric.t.. Perhups sho hud reuliiel boforg 1l
could not hold her lund &goinst the cncrowching waites. In 1768 John
Lees reported that the only settlers at Fort Stunwix were o few wagontirs,
who lived by trensporting the goods of the moreacnts of Albany over tho
corrying place to Wood Crock, but tho Governor of New York hod gronted
wrey the lands on the iiohuvi: 2lmost up to the fort, whiich crected a
Joulousy among the Indicng, << A fow ohths later the Trceuty of Fort
Stunwix settled the differenees, wnd the boundery wes dravm st .3t
pPloce,

AT%or-leaving Now York Stotc Sully. GPpc.rs only rur.ly under the.
weancof-kMontour. She ig naw known og Iirg.. Ainao;'-Ans','H_.r.ﬁds‘gg,;l._ns.»..o:f-

Hance. She anrcurs first ot loekin.e, +horc John aAskin réeords the de-
2urture of Mrs, Ainsc in April, 1774, for the Gring T§ Vergc to mect tho
Ottuwas, ond her crrival with then i, few deys loter. Yow the well

Inown Indion internrcter Josgcph Ainge wig living ot X.ckince ot this -
time, and some hove gupposed thit 5ully hd becomc his wife. However, o
yeor later Josepi Aingc suirried th,rcsc Bondy of Dutroit, g0 he could
not huve been Sully's husbend., < He was the only gon of Jascph Ainsc
Scnlor, whe dicd soon wfter his go1n wes born. Even if Sully bud lived
with Ainge beforec hig murricge to Therese, it is very improbeble thot
she could huve dige.rded her legel husbind's noae wnd eorricd: Tt of
Alnse for the regt of her 1 -3 1ife. L isgwell-lmewn that. Indiea Woien
eormonly: went. by their. maiden nunes wfter marri 0o, “wesvigwthowedss with
fadrmerdient®ur . vhen S.liy lived in Pemsylvinic cnd Hew York we huve
only indircet referonecy 2 her oy AnGrow Liontour's wife. Now, as .«
truder on her own in < rew lond, she told poople thut her nome was Alinse,
°r Hince. 1y guess iy thot her indden nume veeeHence, WHPEH W™ Cottnon
omngmtlxeaalﬁnd;ifa‘ﬁ*smoﬁﬁtmi~vo-~'~M’b&:@n§-‘;- asikin und other peonle o

“in 17:s, B$-1758, shg wag, el

|7
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Mockinae wnd Detroit werce fumilicr with the neme Alnsc, which sounds
similar to Hence, wnd confuscd the two. Since Sally could not writc,
sho accepted thoir gnclling of her nomec. EEven in 1806, howcver, her
name apocers in Askin's lcdger os Honds. For ¢ timc she wag lmown

to sorc s the wife of .. mar nomed Willson, but she hersclf novor ac-
cepted this nume, ond spokc of herself os Selly Ainse, or Hands, until
her deoth. This offords further cvidence thet she would not huve piclk-
od up « now naac fron o briof as.ceiuiion with Josoph Ainsc.

In April, 1775 © S.rush Aincs colled Montour # o wes trading with
the Indivns on the Clinton diver, then called the Huroxn. She did a
convidereble business in selling cider, wmeng other things, and tuking
furs in pogaient. 26 qgr years luter sho wuas still troding thore, with
the Moravien scotilement. oShe stoyed for threo doys solling geods to
the Indizns in iovember, :md ook in oxchange seventy bushcls cof corn.z?

T4 w~s not until the soring of 1778 thet Sally bought g housc wnd

»lot in Fort Pentchurtrain at Dotroit. For this she puid B 120 How York

Currcney. It wes o lot sixteen fect wide, fronting on 8t. James Stroct
ond ottonding bock fifty-five foot te St. Joscph Street. It was bounded
¢n the north-cast by St. Poter Sgrecet, and on the other sidc by o lot
belonging to Antoine Chatcloin. &b Su1ly bought it from Jeun Buptistoe
Crcte, who hed ~cowiwred it two months before froa Jeon Guilboau. 2 The
following yoar she bought the Chutelain lot next to her owm, which w.s
the seoc sizc, for L 80. Hor property now had o width of thirty-two
foot, and wos boundcd on the south-west by the lot ond store belonging
to Gregor McGrcgor.SO A fow yours 1loter/MeGregor sold thig lot to
intthow Dolscr.

.rs in the ccnsus of Detroit taken in 1779.
She is deseribed s hoving cne mele and thrueqfom&lo sliveg, threc cows,
four horscs, and onc hundred powmds of flour.”l The next.yeur in

Coloncl De Peyster's list of merchondisc ordcreg by the werchints of
Dictroit, she iz ercdited with two batcou~-louba.”” Insthe ccnsua of 1782
ghe hed one faanle slive, five horses, onc cow, two hogs, wnd .. consider-
Wble amount of flour ond corie 99 Tho cxbtont of her tradiig vetiviticg
ig shown by the size of hor wecounts with li.comb, Askin, and Trcmbluy.oé
Turing 1763 shc did businesy with Askin tc the extent of neorly B 30C0,
.néd in 1781 her ccoount with Preublay wus only o little less.

When Sully wus visiting the M.ravion scttlonent in 1785 she told
ene of the Indicns thot che hod lond on the costorn side of Luke St.
Cloir, .nd she would de ,led to give thoa .. strip of it. B5Sho was Io-
forriag to property weguired in 1780 by w deed from the Chlppawas. It
was wlong the Hiver Lo wr.nche, now the Thiuses, frow the wuth up o
the Forks, mhere thc eity of Chuthe ig nou situcted.9? Mhis w.s olne-
firmed by :aicther Indiza doed in 1783, For this ghe ace puyrients
srounting to & 50O, New York Curruency, wnd in 1768, %2 complete thu
purchuse, shce gove the Indicns B 160 in hersces, guns, rua, ~ad cider.

o
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" soveral tincs over.

On first acquiring the lond she hud sont some Indians to take possession
of it for her.

In May, 1787, Sally sold her property in tho fort ut Detroit to
Grubb and Dowler, boust builders, aud moved to tho L Trunche. She had
slrecady sold some of her land therc; and other nicrchoants of Detroit hod
boen busy ccquiring grents from the Indisns. Charles Gouin und David
Lynd secured tho land orn the south baniz of the river, oppoesite Sully's,
in 1780.°% Tho next yoor Gurret Toller obtuinced an Indian decd for the
g.aae territory; and in 1787 Arthur MceCorsdel and icheel O'lHecul wero
gronted & lot twenty wrponts wide on the south bonk, next to « fuerm held
by Daniel Picld.®? Dhe Indicns were not above selling the same lund

On the¢ north side Jeonathon Schieffcelin in 1783 gecurcd o deed from
twonty-thrce Chippows chiefs, of © tract of land  beginning ut o furnm
in pogsession of Sarsh Ainge, aliws Serzh Wilson ", running up the river
for twonty leagues, ond vith o depth of four leagucs. Th¢ yecur before,
Williwm Brown sold to Arthur McCoriiclk, for & 100, o farm nine-urpents in
front, by 150 arpents deup, bounded on_the cust by Sally's form cnd on
the wost by thut of her son Nicholus.®L 1In 1789 Sully sold to Joscph
Cissnoy, for & 200, « farm twelve ccres in front, between Willian Brown's
farm on the west, wnd Arthur McCorwicl:'s on the ewst. At the sume time
she sold to Cis;gcy, for & 100, ' o ncgro man called Frank, ubout twenty-
five years 0ld. ™" :

Besidcs this form, Swlly hod nade inprovements on two others.
Potrick MeNiff degeribed these as he found theam while surveying the river

in April, 1791. 49

came lot mumber
nents cxtended
¢leoven. These
hed feneod in,
other form, in
which had been

Her dwelling house wos on the usper half of whut be-
ten, Eest Dover Towmship, Kent County, ond her improve-
fron her housc through wliogt two-thirds of lot musber
consisted mwrely of o pluin, clear by nature, which sho

end »ogmell orchard plantcd on it.

The clezring on her

front of lot fiftcen, was also o small plain, part of

tilled by o ncgro,-who hod built o hut there.

It wos now

degerteds Perhops this w.s thc ncgre S:lly scld to Clssney.

The British goverament purchoscd from: the Indians most of the
territory compriscd in thoe prcscent countics of Esuex and Kent in the
gpring ¢f 1790, The Indion gronts along the Thames were all disregurd-
cd, wlthough those perg:ong who hed scttled or node inprovenments were
secemodsted with one lot of two hundred cercs. While the negotivtions
for the purchese were going on Swully was wssurcd by the chicfs that her
l1:nd would not be includcd in the sale to the government. Selly was
gtill onxious, uwid when thoe chicfs werc departing for Deotrzit she wgain
reninded them of her eludns cnd begged then net te forget her.

Te meke doubly surc, Sally addrcssed ooopetition, “duted August 21,
1789, to Lord Dorchestor, the Governor-General, sctting forth hor cluinms

-
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to the land. 45 She did not now cluim ull shc hod bought, but ™ would be
setisficd with three hundred acrcs in front, beginning ot the Forks
running wegtwerd, ond thirty-three wnd one-third ccres in depth; but
with lecuve to scttle on it such people as are worthy. ' She declurcd
thut her motives werc not " for the sukc of lucre, she digpiscth the
ides, but merely for the purposc of scitling herself amongst her friends
whom she .« 19 to divide the swid lond, wnd puss the reiwdinder of her
life, ©

Swlly's next petition, duted Moy 6, 1791, wus wddressed to the Lund
Bourd for the District of Hossc. #® Sho suid she " wus the first thut
cver sottled on the aforesedd lunds before uny white peoople ever thought
tc sottle there, thinking to huve it for hersclf wund frionds who were
loywlists, ondé has scrved his Majosty since and before the lute unhuppy
rebellion. 1 When the Governmont purchasec the territory the chiefs
t21d@ Colonel Mclec, the deputy Indizn cgent, thut heor lund was not inclu-
ded. McKeo ngrecd o this, uecepting o string of weupun, wnd sald thut
she need not zuldee hergelf uncasy about losing it. %

v

Scven cof the Chippown chicefs signed o stotement to the swic offcet
2n July 12, 1791. They doeclared that before they signed the doed they
had $0ld MceKce they would not sell the traect belonging to their sister
Sally Ainsc, who hid alweys used thonm well. IicKec promised he would do
211 he couléd, and weuld spealr t¢ the Comnandant wbout it.

When McKeoc notificd the Lend Board of the purchoase on Mey 31, 1790,
he rude ne nention of @ reserve in favor of Sullye The Bourd therefero,
ia its necting of March 30, 1792, considered 1little attention wus to be
paid tc Rer clainm, but neverthcless wrote ¥o kicKec about it. Tae latter ™
denicd -thut-.eny. .reserve hod been mode for hery but that ¥ some ofthe™
chiefs of the Riveor L Trunche did indeed speuk to me after the purchaBe
snd beg thit Sully Ainsc not be turncd off the lands sho occupicd on the
river. ¥ He t0ld them thot the motter had to be roferred to ihs Land
Bourd, and he did ot doubt it would consicder her. Hig testincny wes
sunported by thot of Lontigue, one of the three menbers of tine Bourd,
wis seid he wos prosent wheo the purchise wos mude.

On-April 6 the Land Bourd decided thut-wmoe.attention could be puid
to Sally's claima, 7 further than uny she nmoy prefer b% petition to the
Governor-in-Ceouncil for o single let of 240 acres. " 49 " But fur from be-
ing discouraged, Sully wppearcd before the Board when it set the follow-
iny weck, urmed with 2ll her docwacnts, including her Indian deeds, re-—
coists for moncys puid for them, wndi the chicfg' stutencnt thot her
lend hod beeon reservod in the scle sude to the Government, She ulso
prescnted o petition wddressed to the Governor—in-Council, in which she
stuted she presumced it wos P ne infringement on his Mojosty's rights,
that she cccepted and bought this land, supposing one Indinn to have o
right of conveying to another. ¥  She now:clmined oenly cight 1ots in the
centre of the first township, on which she had nmoade improvenents, 50
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The Board still considered thuat Sally's petition could not bo allov-
cd, but agrced to scnd ull the docwients relutive to her elein to the
Governor, for sintructions. This wus done curly in Junc. Sully mcun-
while, on Agfil 30, hed addressed whnothor petition to Licutenunt~Gover-
nor Simcoe.

Somc tinc proevious to this scver:l persons hod sottlcd on Selly's
land without authurity. She sent o memcricl to tho Lund Board concernig
them in the spring of 1792. She stated that o Mr. Shoron and snother
Frenchmoan hed settled and built on lot ton without any neticc to hor,

The farm contuined cbout thirty acres cleur lund, ond wes ronted from her
by Mr. Munro. Jamcs Donuldson had also tekon part of the farm froa her,
about half of it cleared, ond wus about to sow wheat whore her apple
trces wore planted. Szily scid that she hed hoped to get this furm for
her brother. Another of her farnms, containing sbout twenty scres cleour
land, had buen tuken from her by Androw Hamilton £nd o Lir. Gibson, who
had ploughed ond sowed it, and lived on it in houscs which they hed
built. She considered thot she hod beor used very bedly, as\sh; hud
fonced her land and built severnl houses on the different forms, intend
ing them for her fricnds, who werc loyaliats wund Indiang.

Sally «lso hud trouble about the land she had sold in 1789 to Joge
¢ph Cissney. After the survey this wos included in lot soven, il con~
cined twelve acres in front, six of elear land, feneed in. On it was

& good country house wbout forty feet in length, with . ccllur, ond o
stable. Cissney had never lived on tho farn and hod pernitted the house
to go to ruin and several upple trccs to be dug up wnd curried off. The
Loand Board had reccently grontced the lot to Tiows Dug . an. Thercupon
Cigsney had petitioned the Board, suying hc hod bought the lind from
Sally. The Board teld him she hed no right to scll any l.nd, and thot
he wos to lock to her for his money. Whether or not he succecded in ro~
covering it, we do not lmow. He sccured o cortificatc for lot six from
the Lind Boord, but he wes entitled to onc lot wnywey, wnd hoe sceurcd no
more beewusce of his coerlior purchasc.

In 1792 S:1ly sont o petition to Cclonel Englund ot Detroit, (e-
cluring that her lané had ccst heor so mich, .nd she had mude such ine
Provements on it, thot she could not give it up for less then B 1300,
New Yorx Currcney, but it wus worth scverel hundreds orc, Whitec pecople
hud come the your before .nd werc living on her land, so thet she hed
nothing left cxcept the'mrnsion houge.™

Despite thesc petitions, and the foet that the Sntter hod beci: ro-
ferred to the Licutenent=-Governor, the Lund Board procceded tr cispose
of thc lots clained by §.1ly, which were muuberad ton to geventeen in-
clusive, Lot ton, on which her house gtood, wus granted to Sully her-
gclf.  Cortificctes for the rest werc given ws follows: lot cleven to
Jrizes Donuldsan, lot twelve to Thorus Smith, 1zt thirtcen to Gerrge
Cope and Isane Dolacn, lot fourtcen 5 John Dodenood, lot fiftoon to
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Andrew Honilton, lot sixteoen to Richore Earpe, and lot scvontcen to
Joscph Elom.55

Sclly traveled to FNowark to wttond tho neeting of the Governor and
Couneil on October 17, 1792. Sincoe celled tho attention of the Council
" %o the cusc of Sally Ainsc, .n Indian wioriwn deprived of her lands on
the River Lu Trunche ofter sho had congidcrebly improved the swig. © The
various documionts sent by the lind bourd of Kent =nd Essox were referred
To and sinec it wus v clecrly evinced she wus cntitled to heve the proy-
or of her potition gronted ", it was roselved thit she ghould be given R
certificutes for her cluims, consisting of eight lotg., O : i

Whon the Land Boord reccived the order from the Council, they were
dismuyed. The prosicent, Colonel Englind, wroto o long lotter of PTrO=
test to the Governor's secretary on Neverber 4. He told how the lote
hud already been dispoged of, anc gaid the Board had consicdercd Sally'sy
Indion grant to be the somo o8 the othors, to which no wuttention wes
prid. The Government had repeutedly instructed then not t% congider
private purchasces by indivicuals fron the Indisng., Her petitions hod
been  for some ycurs pest before the Commundor-in-Chicf and Council,
and o8 no orders werc sent to the Bourd relative to then, they con~
sequently considerod thet theyr were to oot by her wg they werc instruce
ted te de by others in hor situstion, und us they heve hitherto wnifor:i~
ly done. " fThe lots had beon gruntod " principally to old serjounts, ”
who have boen alrecdy ot consicdorcble cxpense in cultivating thom, and
croeting buildings on them, ag they have been for somc time in fheir
posscsglion, or ot lenst congidered go by ,thom, though they did not re-
celve their certifientes 111 I wssuried ‘4he comaand here...” The Board
now found thomsclves very celicutely gsitucted with regurd to thesc lots,
us they feared thot recelling the cortifie.tes they hod grinted woulad .
alura the settlers ot lurge, meling thax feel insccure. This would not - il
only checek the growing setclercont on the Thomes, but in future would i b
grectly weolen the outhority of the Board. Conscamently thoy hud dee-
cided to tuke no gtops until they hoard agedn from Governor Simeoe, and
fluttored thomselves that he would sunction their procecdings., Colonel
Englund suggested that lanc c¢qually valuable, not yet locuted, could be
found in the sottlomcnt for Slly, " who I suppose is considered entitled
to protcetion ind faver, n 57

In reply, Simesc wrote to Colonel Englend on the 14th, stating the
beceauso of the Council's decigion only Sclly wos cntitled to the lands
in dispute, and he regretted thot the order in hor bchelf rmst be strict-
1y eompliecd with., Theo Comuecil hin? wndo its deeigion after the notter
hod boon gubmitted to it @8 o drubtful cuse. Howover, the Gevermmont
¢id not wish t¢ lessen the influciee of the Beurd. Sinmcse thervfore
sugrested that if it ecould fing mecas b 425 justice to Sally by giving
her lundg clscwhere, cr by 5¢tisfyig% the prosent possgessors, he wes
surc the Council woulsd naree to it
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Nothing wus donc by thc Board to sottle the digpute, and in July,
1793, Sally truvelod to Nisgare to see Simcoo. 0. July 25 ho wrote to
Surveyor General Smith, sending the lotter by Szlly hersclf. o Do
satisfy the poor woman, " he rcequests, " that we have done her Justicae,
Obtain the copy of the order of Council for her londs; end if you think
it nccessury write in Ly nue to Colonel Englund o proteet her in
B8otting possesgion of hor lands. " In o pestecript he wdds: " I am so
determined that she shell have justice that if it bo necessary, the
bergons who withhold her lends from hor shall be progecuted by the
Attorncy Goneral, o

When the Lund Bouard for Essex and Kent riet on August 14, 1793, the
neribers recorded in their mimates o Justificeation for their conduct.
They had disposed of the lots claimoed by Sully in conformity with the
orcers under which they derived their authority, w«s well os with ro-
peuted instructions fron the Corruinder-in-Chicf ond Governor Sinmcoc.
Thesce instructions forbucde them to accept as velid any grents by the
Indiens to individucls. They had boen told by McKce thot no reserve in
her fovor hud beon nmude by the Indions when the purchuase of ey 26, 1790,
haé beon mede, so they had granted the lend to deserving discharged
serjcunts wnd scldiers from the British wrny, vho proved te be wacng the
208t respectable settlers on the River Thames. Anxious, however, to
coiply with the Orcer-in~Council for restoring the lands celaiigd by
Se1lly, the Boeord had recoimended thot ghe und the gottlers on tahen should
attend the Bouord on Scptember 6,

On that dete Sully and the five settlers wppoared before the Board.
It was first proposcd t¢ ner that she should oceept an ccusl quentity of
lond gomewhere clgc. Thig she refuscd. Thon the sottlors offered to
Give her & 50, NWow Yorlr Currency, for ecch of the lots, " and cvery roa-
sonuble cffort was zade, og well by the Bourd s by the possussors of the
lots to nccomodate Mrs. Ainsc, but ncthing would content her but the
imsedinte possession of her lond. " The gettlers then decidel to send
petitionyg to Sinmcoe, wnd ithc Bour? agrecd to Qo nothing furthoer until it
hevrd from him, 61

The Couneil rcfused thosc beiiticns «wnd wnoin cenfirace Sallyts grent.
Littlchales wrote to Surveyer General Smith on Novermber S, wsliding: hin to
scgueint Colenel Englend :ad the petitionors with this, wnd 4o sce that
5211y received her title deccs for the lund ws soon us possible. He $old
Siith to infern her tho 4y persong who esntimied - acecupy the lots
weuld be prosceuted to the utosst rigor of the luw by the King's Attoracy;
but shc wns wlse to be told thet if cho wished t¢ compromisec vith alny of
the: she wiis ot liderty t dc so. 62

oidth wrote to Sully o this offcot cn Hoverber 15, ond alse o the
Dowrd, to when he sont - ¢-py =f Littlchile's lotter. The Bo.rd iasedicte-
17 dircetesd ansther cupy i be sent te one of the bosscogors of the loty
cleined by 5.1ly, with Circeticns thut he shoulad carmnicate the contunts
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€3 the others «s goon as possible. Samith wrote tein to the Boord on
the 17th stoting thot the Lttorncy General considered thut the docscrip-
ticn given by S.lly of hor lunds was for 93 generel Tor the purposc of
& grent without risking injury to her neighbors. He requegted the
Bourd to sond o plun or reugh shotch of hor eludms, or to answor o
scrics of cucstions which he cneloged, ws to the breadth of the lots,
course ¢f the side lines, wherc the roads wore situsted, wnd just where
were ner lowest ond uppericest inprovescnts.

This communication wus reforred by the Bewrd to Surveyor MeNiff,
who on December 5 sent to Colonel England ¢ skoteh of the lots. 64 mhese
werc the six lots nwibered ten tu fifteen inclusive, Selly having re-
linguished her clainm to the cther two, no doubt because she hud mede no
inprovement on them. When EnglanZ sent the skotch to Snith on December
14, he stateaq: 65

In the different conversations I hod with Sully Ainsg in the
presence of the Lond Boord, wnd in private, if I ey judge
from her very confuscd stutement, I find her claims ore cone
fined to six lots og now surveyec, one of which is reserved
for her... but ws little dependonce is to be pleced in any
Stotenent of hers, I don't mention this with o view to direct
the proccedings of the Attorney Generol,

Although McWiff rmst huve Imown that Sally was comuonly callod Iirg.
Ainse, he rcfuscd to rcecognize her by that noe. ™ I do not know any
Such person us Selly Ainse "y he wrote, " Hor do I know ¢f any lots or
farag clained by uny porson of thut nare /n Rivor Le Tronche. arsh
Willson, an Indion worwn, hos leid hor claim t3 o large troet o8 peint-~
od out on the slzetch. If it cun be said thit she huag any just clain to
londs there, the land cumot Justly be deemed her property alaneé w8 her
husbund Mr. willson is now living, and ot Niaguro or newr it, o 6

This is not the only indication thot Sally hod marrieé, or livec
with, o =wn by the nwic of Willsocit. In 1788 tho Chippevwe. chiefs gront--
cd Jonothen Schioffelin o troet of lund begipning ot o furn in peosg-
¢ssion of Surch Ainsc, .lies Sorch Wilgon, i © There is one indicition
28 to whe this Mr. Willson wos. In 1783 Sclly's cccount with John Askin
shewed thet she owed hia over & 1256, On September 12 hor secount wes
closcd out by John Willsen, who gave As)Xin two ncies to cover her cebt,
These notcs werce puid off by Willson with vorious p.yricnts ending in
April, 1784. 1In cflect, then, John Willson toc): over Sellyts acccount
in Septerber, 1783, nd carrice it .s his W, It scems appurent
thit this wes the Willsen thot S::11y wes living with wbout thisg tine.

On Decceiber 16, 1793, Sully wrote t Smith requesting hin to zet
the title deeds for her lund. The bersons ocoupying it refused to
vieate, " telling ne they ore ignoromt if over I had o foot of lund
about this countr—r n, d<gzite tho fuctsghut they hed previously offer-

¢ her & 50 cach fir her rizht in is.
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Smith replicd to her lotter on February 3, 1794, stueting he would

gond it to the Attorncy General, &9 ho hod nething t- do with malking out
title deceds. 70 Sally sccned to thint thot Smith was responsible for her
failure to get them. She wrote him o lettor whoso tenor can be inferrcd

fron the following reply L of Snith on April 13:

I have rcecived your very oxtreordinary letter. I bog leuve
to call to your recollection thut I first drew the petition
for you end put you in the vy t¢ hove proper inguiry mode .
vbout your lands. You kmew. that I attended the Governor
Council znd repeuted there what I henrd the chiefs say in
your favor before Colonel Brandt. You knoew I procurcd yeu
the order of that ccuncil for your land, the best authority
you can have till your deedg cre prepared. 1 hove writton
several letters sbout ycu to the Bocrd, t¢ the Surveyor, and
the Attorney General, and hove cdone cvery thing in my power
that I theught nyself consclentiously called on to do
And you have well repoid ne ! I o sure Mrs Alnsc when you
roflect on thesc circunst.nces you will be sorry for huving
written me gach o letter.

I vrote you word I had sent your letter to the Attornoy
General becausc I huve no power or authority to maxe out
title deecds. I put your busincss in o« preoper train, ond
becruse I did so, you lavish your anger on se. I promiged
you ny support, to have you éone Jjustice tz. I hoeve done
it. Your land is securc to you, su for og ny interforcnce
coulcd operote. F

‘.

the unjustifisble mumer you tall of,
in the difficulty you telk of lo-

I ¥now nothins about
ner have I had any hand
bouring uwnder.

J

or wg woell ag every pergo. act-

His Exccllency Lord Derchost
¢ to o justice to cvery onc, -

ing unfder hin are incline
Yeu will thin otherwisc of this alffcir, if cver I sco you.

On Merch 7 cight chicfs of the Chippowes scnt o protest to the
Council conceorning Selly's londa. They declorcd that whon Colonel
McKcce had applicd to them for the lonud on the River Lo Trouche for the
use of the Govorn1c4t, they gaid they would grent the south side ef 1%,
tut not the north, bocuuse they nocded land 42 hunt ond plunt upon for
their sustonunce. mchbu replicgd that it wos ubsaluubly neeess.ary thot
the King should heve this 1oand, .nd if they _.ve it wp in o Triendly
snd penecable way thoey should be w: gly rocoxrrnscu. He olgs gaid thot

the King wanted only the land for o little ways buel: on coch gide of
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the river, wnd thet the Indiuns could usc any pert of it for hunting and %fﬁ
planting, cxcept the river side. Upon this wssuronce the chicfs agrecd
to grant te the King the land on onch side of the river, " cxcept the
tract of lund which wc had gold before thut time to our beloved sistor
Sully Ainsic und whs hed for the above considerably overpeid us. " McKeo
conscntec to this soying thet Sally was o very good wonun and their
sister, und thit they woere $5 be cemmended for their honesty and fidel-
ity to her. He szid he 2id not reguirce her land. As o token of the
afrecnont HeKoo received o stripg of wempun from the chiefs. Two duys
later the decd wes signed.  The chiefs hoad osked MeKeo for writing to
sccurc this lend $¢ Solly, which he promised to give $§cm, but put then
off froir Cuy to duy, sc that they ncvor received it. ‘<

This is the story repectedly teold by the Indiusns, but McKec alweys
denicd thet any reservetion in Sully's faver had been proriscd., It
scems stronge thet the Indizne did not insist on the reserve apvecaring
in the Goverment's cced before they gigned it. Appercently thoy were
gotisficd with LicKce's promisc to refer the motter to the Inme Bourd.

Patonts were grunted o Swlly for eight lots, comprising 1673
acres, on June 29, 1794, Although her later cloims hed been for only
8ix lots, putents arc resistered in hor name ot the Kent County
Registry office for leots nine to sixteen, inclusive. Wevertheless, it
wus ancther thing to get porgsession of the land. ¢

Up t2 this timc Sally had contimued hor regular troding operutions,
We find her the plaintiff in severul suits for cebt held before the
Court of Comron Plens ot L'Asswaptien ( gunlwich ) in August, 1792. She
sceurcd judgonent woednst John Clearweter and Froncois Letour for
b 1.17.6 ounch, Jordun Avery for & 2,18.4, and J. B. Cunpouun for 5 2.19.-
9, with ecats.”™ In Muay, 1794 Colonel Englend complainced to Simcoe
about her conduct when he had requeste tho public not to secll rua to
the Inlians for throc Zuys while they were beins collected ot the
Gleize. Inm senersl this hod beon cheerfully cbeyed, " oxcept Sully
Ainse, who uviilcd herself of the goneral prohibiticn, and privately dig-
poscc of i sufficicent gquantity to kcep an entire bund drunk, n 74

Following Wayne's victory at Fullen Timbers, we find S.lly actively
cnjeged In the no stiotions for peice betwoon the Indisns and the Acr-
iemns. Ia Jomuwry, 1795, Joscph Brunt received 4 messcose froa the Lolte
Incians, whe recuested hinm to doliver his answer to Solly, who had
been autherized te recoive am zessage from hinm in their obscnce. 72 On
Jumuiry 26 Sally sent o beolt ond - string of woerypuwr t. the Ottoww chicef
Aguishan, aceonponicd by two spocches, all fro:. Brondt, uwdlrcsscd
t» the Ottawres, Chippow.s, nd Pottuwntomi. Afraic that Arsuighus night
kcep the gpouches t-- long, she sont copics to the other chicfs ot St.
Joscph and Sugtinow.  Bruidt besood them to held firm to the King and
hig Five Notisns, ns o004 gsldiors srusht. He alse requosted theo to
curry o~n cvery intercoursc throush Svlly Ainsc, it beins wnsafe $2 Corry
on uny ecrrospanlence execpt throuch poople of their own color.’©
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Silly aclmovieclsed the roccint of Bront's lcettors wnd told hin whot
she had dene., I any ofrodd thoet your weapusm an’ specches will be te
littlce offcet with the Indi-ng, vy they cre gnoszing off to General
Woyne cvery coy , she wrotce, The Indicnsg ot S.ndusky hed wlready gone
t2 the Ancricang. Bront's megsencer with o Hursa and o Cognoews. hnd
hcld o esuncil ot Szlly's house the doy bofore she wrote. Thoe Huron,

2 had been pregent oot the iweting, of the S.ndusly Indiong and the
A”OTlcwﬁ officcers, roloated whoi h.“ hippeneds Peoce hud bocen ugreed
unon, il the officers scid they wore glud the Indiuns haod foun* out
thit since Siuece, MeKee, ¢ Brunt were fulsc poople, preniging mmch ond
porferming nethin:., © I was most ofr. il of the congccuence ¥, Sally wroto,
54 L) .nclu“oa, % I hope, 8ir, you will writc t¢ mc often and let nio lnow
how things ore enrried on in thet pert, and I shall return you wll the
nows I can ctlicet hbro. You any rely that 21l the Indiens bordering on
the Ancricane will £ollow the exwuple of the Hurons in less than o
nenthe ¥ 77

Brant reecived confirmntion eof those views from his messengoer and
from the Shawmecs. Hisg aninogity t2 kMeXee, probebly furthered by
latter's treutoent of S“lly, is showm in hi* couplaint to Jesceph Chew
in Februnry thet Y 1t wes o pity C.loncl McKee should huve lest his in-
flucnec with the Iﬂhians. ar thuot he over 1nt;rfcrci in thoir coun-
cils. " 78 Chow comented on this in his lottor tc Thomes Coffin on
March 26: % I wa of opinion thot Co.ptiin Bront's fricud, Miss Swroh
Ainsc, is of the »urty who cendervores t: twlie the Inlions frosm or loss-
en their confidence in Colsoncl icKee. # 79 Thore is no 2cubt thot Sully
wos unfricndly t5 the lutter.

rF
L ré Dorchester wrote 4o Sincee in Bovenber thuet zlthoush Brox
baet gnid MeKee interfored in councils, he wlsv hed compluined of hls

beuuco in the trecty moking. “Bront clse ingte .l of aeting in concert
with Coloncl McKee and proventing his further intcerfercnec, hos oponed
¢ correspendcence with Miss 5:11y Ainse; hosg held councils wnd scnt
rcgsengers vitiout consulting FeKece. .o

Durin: thig timc Brint wis cxerting his influcncc to sccurc S.lly
in possessicn sf hor lands on the Thurcss. Desgsite the foet that otents
had been issucd to her in Junc, 179., sho waes unible t2 Jet the attorney
Genernl to wet oycingt the men who hed settled on it. Bront wrote to
Licuteniut-Crlonel Jchn Butler ~n Junc 28, 1795, th.t S:1llyts lands

cospite prouidiscs, had never bucn out in her posgscsgizn. v She is one
cf SUPSulVbu L hu gtitod, ¥ pnd hos bein of service to wg in Ixndian
affairs o $hig plued, W He ruﬂaoatuy Butler t: give wll the aosistunce

he eould to her.

Tw~ woueks later o eounedil wus held ot Koword, where were proscnt
Simene, Butler, Littlceholes, and the chlefs nd Indians from the Grind
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River. Ono of the points roised by the Indiung coneerned Sully's lands,

and. whether they would be put in her posscssion. Sincoe replicd thut he

would -refer the matter t: Lord Derchosior. Two doys loter, whon he fore
wardeC tho proccedings of the council to Dorchester, Simcoc told hir

thoat Selly hald lon: sinec becn Circeted to be put in lcgul possession of

her londs.

The affair seeas now, us before, to huve been left in the honds of
tho Attorney Generel, Jchn White. I Docuiber Sinmcoe ordered hin to
malze out her dceds. Why this wus nccessary, when putents for the lands
hal been mude out in Junc, 1794 and rcgistered, is not clewr. The
Attorney Gemeral informed Simcoe that he had not instituted any sult to
Cisposscss the pooplc on Sully's lunds. He had lonz since written in
her favor t9 the wzent of ocne of the nmen, but hul not yet gone to trial,
as ho wize walting to perfoet hisg cnsc.5?

Simcoc scoms to huve boen sincore in his offorts to help Sally, bdut
found the opposition of intcrested purtics teco powerful. In-Februury,
1796 his sceretary, Littlehules, wrote to surveyor=Gencral Smith:

I wn gonfidentivlly to requost you will tronsnit to me on

cecount of the quantity of land cliuimed by Sally Ainsge, of

what she hus possession, cf the naes of the purgens who

cluim under grants of the Lond Beard, end .ils> the nores ’
of the gentlemen who composcd the Land Bourd.

In answer t5 o roguest for infornutiop'from Sally, Saith wrotc to
her :n $icrch 29 thut he thouht the Goverrient bore her sood will; and
that Siuecoe in Council h:id showm it by proicuring the orizinsl orler for
her londs. " Circunstences, I presaic !, he wrote, " whick could not
thenhiuve been enticipoted, are the occugicn of your present difficultics,
I &> nst belicve they crisc fron wny wont of inelination in the Licute-
acnt Governor 6 scrve you, but origincte from the sinular situstion in
which you cro plioced, relutively with those who clain your lund under
certein regulations, n 85

Chiof Joscph Brunt contimucd his offorts in St.lly's bchulf. He
wrotce to D. W. Smith on A»nril 3 s follous: 86

You very well Imow thut Sully Ainsc's lund was hor right,
before the surchasce was mado by the Govermnent, and thot
the lend bourd cut it in piceos uftorwards. Sinec, it
hig been premiscy in prescnce of the Five Netions several
tines ¢ be restored to her, wnd is net rostorcd yet, not-
withstanding., I roolly rmst eonfoss thet I begin to think
it too hrd o sc¢ sur fricnds the angligh so very strict
about Inciin lindg... It gricves :c to c¢becrve thot it
Seeins notural to whites to 1losk on lunds in the Possossior
of Incions with wn .chin acert, -no never to rest till
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they have planned them out of then.
A few days later Littlehules wrote to Brant:; 87

In regard to Sally Ainse, there is no need of interference
whatsoever. Your personal recommendations wund the good
will the Govermment bear to her, induced the Governor in
council to grant her the land in gquestion. Difficulties
at that time unforesecn, have hitherto prevented her being
put in possession thereof. They do not originate in any
backwardness on the part of the Lieutenant Governor, but
from our custom end rcgulations. These the Licutcnant
Governor will fully explain to you when he secs you at
Niagara, or should you bc therc bcfore him, he has re-
quosted the Attorncy Gencrzl to huve o comsmunication with
you on the subjeet, which he doubts not will sutisfy your - =
mind, thot all has been done, and will be done thot ig
possible to socurc Sully Ainsc. v

Unfortunitely for Sally's hopes, Simecoe departed for England in the
autumn of 1796, ncver to roturn. For the noxt three yeurs Uppor Cunuda
was administercd by Peter Iusscll, the senior councillor,

On Novcmber 24, after the departurc of Simeoc, unother Indian
council was held at Newark. In his spocch Brant brought up the troeat-
ment of Sully, which he said, guve them growt uncasiness. In two public
councils they hud luoid before Governor Simeoc the hurdships of their
sistor losing her lunds. He hed assurcd them thet she should have hor
property, but mxtters remeined as they werc, and people wore sottled on
her lunds, ©8

A marginel notc to the procecdings of this bouncil.sont by Brunt,
stutes: " And after 211 promiscs the Attorncy Genoral ot lust shewed me
& ticket from the Land Bourd which he said could not be done awuy. "

Selly presented wnothcr petition to the Council ot Nowark on
August 12, 1797, This w.s signed by her gon Nicholas Montour us her
cgent and attorney. Curiously, she now stuoted thit she wus o Shuwmoe
Indien, instced of un Oncida, as formcrly. She rccited agein her
claims for the land in question und presented her vorious documents in

*prosf. The Council decidcd that beofore any cnswer could be made it
would bc nccessury to cnouire as te the authenticity of tho documcnts,
and why the lund ceded t¢ her had not becn rescrvad from the lond sold
to the king. Copics of the documents werc sent to Coloncl icKeec, and
he was wsked to make o report to the Council.

MeKee's report wus made on Scoptember. 3. He doelired thut in the

cession made te the king in 1790, no reservetion was made for Sully
Ainsc. Hc stoted Purther:

Al




The Indi.ns have, however, spokon to me since thot period
and hove expresscd ¢ wish that she should hold her posg-
segsions. My only unswer t: them wes, thet in the dis-
tribution «f lands, . the king's Governmcnt would noct doubt
considcr the cluims of His Majosty's subjects, but how
for Mrs Ainse came within thet deogcription wes not to be
"decided by me. I hove lso understood thet wmuny others
besides Mrs Ainsc, and myself smong the mmber, claimed
lands upon the River Lo Tronche by Indian decds prior to
the cesgsion, but no rescrvation woes made by the Inditns
for cny of these lands ot the time of the purchasc.

The Council toolk up Sullyt's poctition ogein on April 9, 1798. After
reading thc voriousg decuments ond McKec's report, it was resolved thut,
28 1t appearcd from the lotter ¥ thet no rescrve whotever wes mode to the

- King in the yceor 1790, and thot us o full volucble consideration wes

t paid by His Mrjesty to the nution for the land then sold, Sully Ainse

. can have no cluim upan the Crown for uny purt of the lunds thon ceded”,
therefore the petiticn could not be gronted.d1 .

That not only Solly but the Indizng were not rcconciled to this de-

‘cision is showm by Sir John Johngen's letter to Leter Russcll on Muy 26,
. 1799, The Govermment wos nt this time negoticting with the Chippowa
“Indicns for the purchusce of londs north of the purcheose line of 1790,

from tac wpper Thomes to the River St. (lair and Loke Huron., Johnson

ideve it ws his oninion that o decd could be obtuinod with the assistence
. of Ebencger Allen wnd Sclly Ainsc, without much cxpense or trouble, if

they could securc the lindg they desired .92/

_ Hovrever, mouns were found to buy the territsry withsut Scelly's
assigtonee. She never reeoived the geven lotg for which she hod fought
so long, nor wny componsction for them. But she did not give up hope.
In Jomuery, 1809 she addrossed o petition to Licutonnt-Governor Sir
Fruncis Gore, cgiking for relicf cnd comicnsation. In Meorch, 1813
Richurd Pattinson, her cticrney und cgent, sent o petition to Presidont
Sir Roger H. Shouffc, wht promiscd fhoet justice would be done her, but
hc wes reenlled o feow menthg wfterwerds. Two yeors loater Puttinscn
petitioncd Licutcnunt-General Gordon Drummond in her beh.olf. He ro-
quested o grunt of 1400 scres ( ccusl to whut she hed lot ), in a fuvor-
eble gituantion., This petition was reud in committeec, which was ordercd
to report. It is endorsed on the boack in fuded hindwriting, " partics
arc dead'.

As lute ws Scpteaber, 1806, when S.lly beught o cu.rt of whisky
from John Askin, she wis g$ill living on her furm on the River Tiuumes.
Her cccount wiig debited frur shillings in the ledger, bug underncath
is written in red ink: I don't meun to usk puymont. " “4  4nd nonc
nppoars,
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Socn after this Surah must hove moved to Mnlden, the prescent towi.
of Amherstburg, ne:xr thc mouth of the Detroit Rivoer, where she wag
living when she petitioncd Sir Fruncis Gore in January, 1809. It ig
intcresting to note thot sie wguin deseribes hersclf os on Indien woman
of thc Oneidw nation, ruther than o Shawncc, a8 in 1797. She contimied
to regide ot Amherst util hor decth, which oc : 823.

She mist have been nearly ninety-five yeurs of nge. On Februory 11,
1824, Goorge Jicob ond Jumes Gordon sought the cdwinistration of her
estute, therebeing nonc of her kindred resident in the province., They
werc ugents to thc cxceutors of the catate of Richird Pattinson, who
hed dicd wbout 1817. Jucob and Gorden stited that o Surah Ainse, lote
cf the towm of Amhcrstburg departed this lifc louving goods, chattels,
«nd credits within the suid district™, and ot the time of hor dcooth
was lorgely indebted to the late Richord Pottinson. Leotters of
administretion for her estute were grunted t: Jocob nnd Cordon in
Surrog:te Court ot Sundwich on Moy 10, 1824.95

Si.1ly probubly outlived most of hor children. We huverscen thet
three of them, wlong with their hoelf-brothor John, hod been left in the
cure of the Govermacnt of Peoinsylvunie. John Montour wus clucated in
tho English school of thc College of Philodelphin, where his nome
appours in the list of students for 1757, 96 Sully's twe oldest children
were boarded by the stote with Hannch Boyd.g Onc¢ of thom was nemed
Polly. Two ycars wnftor going to live with Hannoh the State peid for o
palr of stoys for her.98 The sceond child is not nwned in the aceountsg,
but it might be surmiscd that o cortuin Ancrew Montour who w3 o member
of Cuptuin Jomes Fisher's coapany of the Cumberland Ccuntg Militio in
Pennsylvania, in 1782, wos the son of thé older Androw, 2

Virious cxpenditures for thosc three children appenr in the state
accounts until 1760, Puyments for gcho2ling were made to Rebeeen
Burchall, 100 4y itom oppouring in Mey, 1757, shows thot they run owuny,
ant hod o be followed and brovght b.ck.1O0l

The youngest of Serch's children in Philodelphic was nomed Debby.
She wus of such teador ugf thit she wos still being nursed morc thun o
your after coming therc. 02 She did not live with Henrneh Boyec, but with
the fumily of Ecdw.rd Cory. By 1761 shc wuos ol¢ enough to begin hor
schocling., 103 que last refercnce to hor that I huve found is in thc
Vetes of Assembly for Ponigylvinic, Scptomber 19, 1766, cg folloys: 104

It vms reprosonted to¢ the House thet the doughter of Androw
Montour who hi.th beon supportoed from her infoner ot the
public expense, is in imicdi-te w.ut of noceysury clothing,
end thet the person with whom she new lives bolig w poor man,
comnot keen her longer, unlcss ho be forthwith puid the
arrecrs of her bourd nd scho-liig for the lust your. It
was resolved by the House thit r. spesker be reguested to
tolie uprn him the cure of the suid girl, so far a8 to defroy
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the charges which hove clready wseeruscd for her muintenance,
end provide her with decent clothing, ot the public cxpcnse,
till she cuar be bound out with the eosnscnt of her fother,

or otherwise dispogced of.

Wb now toke lewve of these children, ond follow the currer of
Nicclas Montour, wheo wis baptized in tic Duteh church ot Albuny in 1756,
He went to Detreit ond Muckinec with his mother in 1774, and when she
acquired lunds on the Thumes River in 1780 she gove him o portion, 105
Bcfore thls, however, he hud gone to the West os o fur trader. Eorly
in 1779 o Nicolas Montour appeors s o clark for Frobisher und Compuny.
In 1784 he beeceme o purtner in the North West Compuny, holding two
shares iu the sixtcen-shure conccrn of thuat yenr. ¥ost of his time wes
spent on the Saskatchowon. In 1792 he retired with o lorge fortune,
and threc yeurs later bought the seigniory of Lo Pointe-du-Luc neca
Threc Rivers, in Lower Cuncdwa, Hore he merried Genevieve Wills, o Romen
Cutholic, although he romciued o Protcgtant until his denth. From 1796
to 1800 hc rcpresented the county of St. Linurice in the Législative
Assombl{ of Lower Cirnuiw, wherc he voted gonerully wita the Eﬂglluh
purty. Therc is cvery reuscn to believe thot this Nicolaos Montour
wes Sully's son, Thit he kept in touch with his mother is shown by tho
fuet thet he acted ws her agont in presenting to the Council of Uppor

vnda her petition in 1797,

Nicolas' munor housc at Lu Pointc-du-Loc had been built before
1790, ond was likencd to the clegant French chutesus of the Middle
Ages. Here Nicclus lived in luxury, cntertaining luvishly, and Gis-
pcnsing gaod cheer, But despite this, when he died on August 5, 1808,
he left & large fortune to his widow, who lived until 1832, Nicolas
vas buried at Throe Rivers, in the Protcstont conetery.

After the widow's douth the scigniory went to threc daughters,

Julic, Coroline, und Melinde., Thc oldeost merried Senator loilhot.
They had no children. Coroline merried o merchunt of Threoe Rivers,

nemed Kimber, who died four yeors after their merricge. Lutoer she
married Toussaint Biron of Pointe-du-Luc. They hod one devghter who
dicd iz infaney. The goungest uughter, Liclinds, becoame violently in-
Ssunce She wos 85 dungerous that she h.d to be confined in an iron-
burred dangeon in the celler of the manor, wherc she remcined until hor
Geath in 1872, Her presence there guve risc to fantostic storics which
circulated cmong the pecplo.

After the denth of Melinds the seis sgnlory pessed into gthorhonds,
Eventuilly it become the property of the Church, cid o eonvent ond
cther religious buildings werc built. Tho old wenor housc, now rcator-
ed, wus long descrted -nd the windows boarded up, irhubited enly by
snukes, rots, lizerds, wnd inscets The gupils of the convent hod o
horrsr of the pluce, believing it h“untud. The story went that o Lerctic
hed died in the dungesn in the ccllur, and had boon buriod there with
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hisg dog. Thus the strunge story of Slly's gon Nicolug, and
his rad duughter Lcelind., wos confuged to produce wnothor ghoet in o
degeorted chutonu.

Nicolws loft o son in the west, by wn Indien woman, who wig also
culled Nicoulas. Ho wves ¥ = llork ot Fort des Pruirics in 1804~6, wi.s
gtotioncd in the Kostonoy countiy in 181%, wid was dlschorged on the

(S .

Soskiutchewen by Simpson in 1823, ©

The fact thoet Silly's son Hieslas died fiftcen ye.rs beforc his
nother, cxplains why the ~dministrotion of her est.te went to the
agents of the cdwministrotors of Kichard Pott-nsont's cobote, to whom she
wug indebted. Hor grondson Wieolas wes for nwiy in the West, her grond-—
Caughters were in Lower Cunnda, and her threc childrern loft in Philos
dolphisz hud probebly never scon their mother sinec 1756 wnd ey not
hove beon living in 1825. Szlly's niuac Cocs not .ppour amdng the
lists of houscholdors in Ssherstburg during the time sho mmst have
lived therc. Roing very old, she probably lived with wad wus garrod for
by cthois. %
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INTRODUCTORY NOTE

The Algenguin Club, composc of higtory lovers in tho Detroit
Hiver arcw who nect from time to tine for socinl fellowship und
higtoricel discussion, proscnts to the roacer ite third historiecal
bulletin. Proceding issues huve dealt with the buttle of Fronch-
town, Junuary 22, 1813, und with o deseription of the route from
Kiagara to Mackinoc fsollowed by the fur truders in 1767. The pro-
sent offering, reccunting the ronorizoble coreer of 3ally Alnsc,
Intian woman anc Indinn traCer, wis siven vg un address uwt the
onthly meeting of the Club, October 14, 1938. Dri Humil, the
author, is « native of Cunacln ané o recent addition to the hisg-
torical faculty of Weyne Undvorsity. He ig preparing o history
of Kent County, Onterio, and his study of S8=lly Ainsc is o by~
product of this larger cnterprisc. The Publication Comnittee
focls thot Dr. Homil's offering affords o typical illustration
of the charuscter of the addresscs which tho Club has been priv-
1leped to heor curlnﬁ the scveral yoars it has been in existonce.
The Corziittoc ( M. M. Quaife and C, C. Ritze of Detrsit and George
F. Iaedonald of Windsor ) rccords with sratitude the potiont vole
unteer laber of Robert H. Lurson in sdncopraphing und otherwisc
superintending the tuslk of publicution of the bullctine.



During the lest two decndes of the eighteenth century 2 certain:
Sarah Ainse, alias Montour, 2lius Willson, was & well knovm figure about
Detroit and the settlement on the lower Thames River. To students of
the history of thesc digtricts she is known as o troder, and possessor
of o large tract of land on the Thames by virtue of o gront from the
Chipnewas. It is also known that for several yeurs she fought to retain
possession of this tract after the government purchuse of 1790. Ordered
to be invested with eight 200-acre lots in 1792, various forces and in-
~erests resistcd, until in 1798 a gocond Order-in-Council rcversed the
first and left her with but one lot, on which she had lived for several
yoars, After this Sally Alnse rocedes into obscurity, dying at Amhersi-
burg about the ycar 1823.

From the fact thot she wes somctimes kmown as Montour, it hos been
surmiged that she was o member of this famous family, which included
guch outstanding figures as lkndame nontour, Cotherine, French linrgaret,
«ueen Esther, and Andrew. But her origin and curly life might huve re-
moined forover obscure if it had not been for her owm statement made in
1789, o= follows: L

Your pctitioner was brought up on the Susquehunna River, ond at
seventccn years of age married onc Andrew Liontur<, Interpreter
for the Crowm, by whom she had severwl children who arc now live-
ing. Her husbond o few years after 1cft her with her relotions
the Oneides living on thc Mohawk hiver, and being a 1ittle: we-
customed to civilized woy of living, your pctitioner requestod
of the said nation to give her the portion of lond sho was entit-
led to in order to improve upon it in the menuer of white peo-
ple. The nation in consgcyuence had o council cnd gronted to
your petitioner six miles from cuch bostion of Fort Stanwix by
decd signed, scaled, and delivered. From her ottochment to the
British Covermacnt she obandoncd her possessions ot Fort Jtanwix
and come into this district...

nefercince to the curocr of Andrew Montour, whosc Indiaon noae wes
gattelihu, throws ncw light on Sally's life before coming to Detroit.
He wes the son of Wadwac Montour, obout whose origin much hos been
written. Her own story wus that her fother was & govornor of Cunada.
Some hiwe stoted that she was o dauvghter of Frontcnac; others that her
father wos o Prench noblemen nemeod lontour. The truth scems to be that
he wes & half-breed nomed Louis Coue, who took the none of liontour, wnd
ahout 1685 married a Soco Indien woman. He was killed by the ¢lder
Joncuiro in 1709 on orders frowm the Governor of Coneda, for descrting
the Fronch ond influencing the Indicns to trede with the nnglish. Liadume,
whose Chrigtion nome is not known, was born in Cuncda about 15684,
captured by worriors of thc Five Nations wher ten years of unge, and
brought up cmong the Oncidus. Luter she marricd Curondawana, or ™ Big

g

Trce aling Robort Hunter, o fiumous chief of thit nation, who wes kill-
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od in the Corolinus in 1729 when fighting aguinst the Catowbes. modame
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appears o8 an Indian interpreter us coarly as 1711, und exerted her groat
influcnee with the Indicns ir the Eritish infcrest, .geinst the Fronch.
In 17%4 she lived ot the mouth of the Loy.lsock crcek on the site of
progent Liontoursville, Pennsylveniw. I 1745 she was living on un ig=-
1:.nd in the Susqguchinne River ot Shomokin, now Sunbwry. She probubly
dicd siout 1752, ©

Androw wies the more fomous of Mudam's two gons. 5 The Morovian
miuSionnr{ Count Zinzondorf met himin 1742, and degeribed him as
follows:

Andrew's cust of countenonee is decidedly Furopcunt, .wnd hued
not his f..co been cneircled with 2 browd buund of puint,
opplicd with boor's fut, I would certeinly have tulken him

for onc. Hec worc .. brown brouwdcloth coat, i scarlet dumcsgken
luppcl woistcont, brecchos, over which his shirt hung, o
bliick cordovan ncekxcrchief, decked with silver bugles, shocs
and stoclkings, und o hut. His eurg wore buig with poendonts
of br..ss, .nd other wircs pluited together like the hendlés
of . basket. He wes very cordicl, but on my zddrcssing him
in Treneh, he to my surprise, replicd in English.

At this time Andrew wus merricd to o grand--doughter of tho Deluwerc
chief Olwepir.g, who lived ncur the Montours on the Susquehunne. By thig
wifc he hid o gon John, born in 1744, und probably other childrceir. Dur-
ing the Devolutionary Wor John wies suld to have hed w brother named
Checheus among the Deluwarcs; ond Andrew himgelf stuted in 17566 that he
hed o drughter Mugeling living with thet tride. '

I believe John's mother dicd very soon after his birth. Androw muy
huve beern merried to Swlly ws cerly as 174b, for in 1758 onc of her
aughters wes npproaching woninhood.® Sincc Sully stuted she wus
marricd ot the cge of scventceen, thisg would pluce the date of her ovm
birth wbout the ycor 1728.

In 1745 Andrew ond his fumily werc living or the islind of Shrunolkin,
vith Madiuse und French Morgiorcet. Bishop Spangenberg mcntioys crosasing
to the igliond to deliver o mossage from Androw to his wife., In 1748 he
begon his coreer os intcrproter for the State of Penmsylvanic. He wes
then deseribed as living " omong the six nntions between the brunches of
tho Ohio and Like Erie. A Tow moni g later Conrud Welser, who hud
rcecommacnded him to the Govermment, wrote to Sceretury Richord Poters
thet Andrew had ™ pitehed upon o place i.. the proprietor's monncr, ot
Conotocucony. He expects that the govermrent shell build hius o housc
there, wnd furnish his fumily with nceessorys. ™ Welser commentcd thut
he gecemed vory hard to »lenge. ”

In 1750 Andrcw woag still residing in Ohio, 10 put . yeor luter he
was grantod o commiusion undor the lesser scel of Pennsylveniu to go und




roside over the Kittochtinny Hills. His duty wes to wern off settlors
on the Indi-n lands ond resort thom to the Govermmoent. 1l g¢ chose w
place on the Susguehenne lidver ot fhe outh of o utroum ciulled Montour's
imn, ir pregent-d.oy Perry County.™ "

Androw's wife, Scolly, is ref.urred to in no - ory complimc.itury terms
by Seerctery Peters in Februnry, 1755. o andiew 7, he wrote, ™ hus boon
arrested for fifty pounds, ond indeod I would hove sufrcred him to huve
gone to juil, for he ig o exponsive mun hoving o wife who tokes up
goods ot ony rote mnd to wny veluc, but os he is golng to Ononduge in o
public choructer, «nd is lutcly chosen o mombolr o1 tho Cnond..z.. Couneil
for the Ohio Inidnus, it ey bg durgerous to the public to suffer him to
be imprisoncd. ™ Selly is sgodin wentioncd by Cowrnd Welscr when he
vigited Momtour's mua in Scptenber, 1754, He found there cbout fiftcen
Indins, men, women, wnd chiliion. 7 Androw's wifc hod ¥illed o shoep
for thom somc duys ~ge. She compluined thot they hud done greoat demadse
to the Indiun corn, which wes now fit to roust. 7

The Stute of Pomnsylveonia found that Androv bod such influcnce with
the Indicns, oné vas 8o v.lusble ay wn ogent .ot ‘nterpreter, that It
vag worth while spunding morce money to kcep hin untisfied. In 1755
occurrcd Braddeck's defeut, ..né the French ond indion, invesicrs of the
American scbtloments. Andrew wes wsetive in goining intclligenee of
thoir movementy ond woerning the inh.bit.nte of intcnded attaciks. His
ovm fortunce suffercd, -ud ou Deecunber 1 he prescnt.d o pstition to the
Agsonbly stoting thut he hod suffercd convideruble Cuange ot the defeut
o1l the donongeheli, wnd had become indebted to veorious persons. His
goods hod been seized in oxcewtion, and his fundly thoreby greatly dige
tregsed. He stoted further thet he wes caployed ia the serviee of his
country wgrinst the cnoay, ond hud left hig wite ond childres in the
provinec. He proyed thot the Housc wOEld offord hig foamily relief und
providée for thom during his .Jbscucc. 15

PI
»uid neorly ¥ 75 in sundrics for Androw, his wife, cnd childrca. Y Two
rionths l.oter the Six ¥otions Indiuns hed o long conference with tho
Governor wt Philadelphiw., & They put Arndrcw LMontour?s childrenr under
his eorc, 8 woll the threc thot wre hore, to be indepoendent of the
mother, o8 o boy of twelve yoiag old, thut he hod by o formew wifo, o
Delewiurc... This boy wus John lLivntour, who beeuwmc well lknown doring
the hevolutionnry War. The Gevernor «lgo promiscg?to gend for Andrew's
devghter Modeline, who lived among the Dolowarcs.

Thig .ppe.rs to hove beer done, for in Fobrucry, 1756, the sf;te

The stetoncent thot three of the children were placcd in Philudelphin
to be indcpendent of the mother, scums to indicule thot Sully hed nl-
ready been loft by her husbund with her rclotions, the Oncidas, noar the
Mohawk River. This is supported by the f.ct thut @ son was born to her
later in the yeor, =nd on October ©1, 1758, wes buptized in the Duteh
church ot Albany with the nume Nieolwis. The purents wre given us Andrew
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and Soro Montour. 18 his child was the only one to ramain with the
nmother.

How soon after ccming to the Mohawl: Hiver sho roccived from the
Oncidas the gront of l.nd at Fort Stiawix, we ¢o oot kuow, but 1t wus
probubly not loL§ sfter the fort wuas built in 17£8. By 1759 she was ale
ro % trader, perhopsg driven te 1t by her ”v)&ﬂSqu hobits and
ambitioug mind. For the next fow yoors her life iy veiled in obscur-—
ity. It is tcmptir, howeover, to belicve that she wes the Oncide squow
et Fort Stanwix who in 1765 told the soldicrs tact the Oncldes were un—
gry ot the killing of gome of their joung uen bv She Englich. R0 mut of
thig there is no proof. '

Sully wppeors oopnin for o bridf moment in "iovembor, 1766, when John
Portcous mct her on the north shfrc of Lake Tri. with o boot und goods
going to wintcer ot L.ng Point. Sho was tims czgonding her troding
petivitics for to the west of hor home ot Fors Stomriix.

e

When the Revelutlonnry Wor brole out mony 22 $he Oneildas runained
in FNew York Stutc, but Sully obundoncd her pogy s -lons there ond removed
tn the Detroit digtrict. Perhops she hed reouli el before this that sho
could net hold her lind ozoinst the cixerowcching waites. In 1768 John

cvog reparted thot the only scttlors ot Fort Zooowix woere o fow wagoners,
who lived by treasporting the goods of the merencnts of Albuny over tihc
currying ploce te Wood Creck, dbut the Govermor of New York hued groated
\Ang-tho lands on the Mohuwkoglmcst up to the fort, wiich creoted a
Jotlousy among the Indiing. 22 A Tow oonthe later the Treoty of Fort
Stunyix settled the diffcrences, and thc boundary wos drovar ost L4008
plict.

After leoaving Wew York Stete 3w1ly wppcors only rour.ly under the
mune of Montour. She ig now knowvm os lrs. Ainsc, Ans, Hundsg, Holnsg, or
Hanec. She wppoursg firgt ot lisckinee, “dhore Jehn Askin records the de-~
purture of Mrg. Alnsce in April, 1Y74, for the Greud TééVOrub to mect the
Ottumns, and hor arrival with thom o feow doys lutern ¥ov the well
Inovn Indian intorprcter Joseph Ainsc wes living ob Linckinoce ot this
time, ond some have suowosod thit Selly hod becowc his wifce. However, o
year later Jeseph Ainge swrried Therege Bordy of Dotroit, so he could
not heve been Sally's husbind: He wnas the only gon of Joscph Ainse
Scnlor, who dicd soui: owfter his son was born. Bven 1f Sually bud lived
with Alnge before his murringe to Thercse, it is very improboble thot
she ceuld huave digenrded her legel husbund's nuac ond corricd th..t of
Ainse for the rest of her 1.i71life. It is well lnevm thut Indian women'
cosmonly went by their ruiden nowws wftor murricge, os wes the cuge with
Hudome Hentour. Vhen 3.1iy lived in Penngylvenio ond Hew York we huve
only indirecect refeorinccg to her ws Andreow Hontour's ”1fa. Now, us u
troder on her own in o pow load, she t0ld peopl. tant heor nueme wos Ainse,
or Hinee. Iy guess is thot her mwiden ivume wos Heice, which wes contnon
arong the Indiang of the Five Notions. Askin wnd other peosnle ot
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Weckinoe vnd Detroit were famili.r with the nenc tinsc, which sounds
gimiloar to donce, ond confusced the two. Since Sxlly could not writc,
she acecopted their spelling of hor nmc. Evun in 1606, howcver, hor
namc oppoers in Askin's lodger os Honds. For & time she wos nown
to soric o8 the wife of .. ror numed Willson, bud she hergelf never aec-
cepted this name, and SDOXC T herself cg Sully ilinsec, or Huands, until
her dcoth. This “fPords furthcr cvidonec that shc would not huve pick-
cd wp & new muae fron o brief nsuocinsisr with Josceph Alnsc.

In April, 1775 ¢ S.oreh Aincs ecllcd Montour o, wes troding with
the Indicns on the Clinton itiver, then culled the Huron. ghe did wu
considoruble busincss in selling cider, wmeng other things, wnd tuking
furs in pogment. 26 pen yours loter she wes still troding thcre, with
thc Moravien setvlement. She steyed for three doys gelling gceds to
the Indinns in lovember, cand book in cxchange seventy bushcele of corn.=’

It wog not until the spring of 1778 thut Sally bought o housge wnd
lot in Fort Pontchurtrain ot Detroit, For this she puld B 120 Hew York
Corroney. It wus o lot sixteen fect wide, fronting on St. Juncs Stroct
'1d ¢donding bock fifty-five feet to St. Joscph Street. It was bounded

the north-cast by St. Poter Sgireet, ond on 4he other gicde by w« lot
bclonglng to Aatoinc Chatelaodiu. 6 Silly bought it from Joun Buptiste

- . Q
Crobe, who hed eguircd it two nmonths before from Jeoan Guilbeosu. 29 The
following yoar she bought the Chetoloin lot next to her owm, which wus

the s gize, for L £0. Hor property now had o width of thirty-two
cet, and wos bounded o the gouth~weut by the lot und store belonging

to Gregor Mc@rubor.50 i fow yoors luter LicGregor sold this lot to
Motthew Dolson

goprnh Ainge's nome oppears in the ccusug of Detroit tiken in 1779.
She is desceribed s hiving one moalo and three fonulc al.wveg, threc cows,
four horscs, and one hwnadrod pouwads of flour.”+ The nmext your in
Coloncl De Poyster's list of merchandisc ordore % by the merchints of
Detroit, she is ercdaited with two bu tosu-louds. In the eccnsus of 1762
ghe hed one femanlce slowve, five horscs, onc cow, two hogs wnd .. conaider—
vhle amount of flour ¢nd corm., 33 he coxteont of her t“%dlu& cetivitieg
is ghown by the size of hoer wecounts with licomb, Aslkzin, ond T*umbluo.”~
During 1783 she did business with Aslin o tho ox ttent of ncarly & 3000,
.nd in 1781 her secount with Treabloy wos only o little loss.

Whon Sully wos visiting uhc Moravion scttlement in 1785 sho told
onc of the Indicms thit she had lond en the costurn side of Luoke St.
Cleir, .né shoe would Do ,lud t2 glve tLuﬂ . strip of it. Shc w.s ro-
fc“"=g to property rcquired in 1780 by w deed from the Chippovas. 1t

g nlor 1g the River Do Tronche, now the Thumes, from the mouth up 0
thL Forks, whcre the city of Chuthea is now sl“uuted.s Thig wis ¢oii-
firmed b cnother Indien doed in 178%. For this she mide puynents
amounting to & 500, Mew York Curruncy, ond in 1768, to conplcte the
purchase, she gove the Indiuns b 150 in horscs, guns, r, oad cidor.
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on first acquiring the 1and she hud scent sone Indiuns to tulic possession
of it for hor.

In Moy, 1787, Sally gold her property in the fort ut Detroit 1o
Grubb and Dowler, boot builders, and rioved to the Lo Troanche. 37 she hod
olready sold souc of her 1ond- there; ond other morchants of Detroit had
been busy cecquiring grents from the Indiuns. Charles Gouin ond David
Lynd securcd the 1land on the south bonk of the river, oppcsito Sully's,
in 1780.98 The next yoor qurret Toller obtuined on Indian decd for the
gic territory; and in 1787 Arthur McCoraick wnd licheael O'Heul werc
granted o 1ot twenty wrpents wide on the south bank, next to « form hceld
by Duniel Fiold.39 The Indicns were not above gelling the sunc lund
gevernl times over. '

On the north side Jemnthan gehieffclin in 1786 sccurcd dued from
twenty-thrce Chippows chicfs, »f « truct of 1and * beginning ot o form
in posscssion of Sersh Ainse, alioas Surwh Wilson ", running wup the river
for twenty leagues, wnd with . depth of four leagucs. 40 fghe yeur beforg,
Williw: Brovm sold to Arthur MoCormick, for B 100, « fornm nine arpents in
front, by 150 arpents dcup, bounded on the o8t by Swlly's fam and on
tho wost by that of hor gon Eicholus.él In 1789 Sully sold to Joscph
Cissncy, fer B 200, . forr twelve oeres in front, between Williwa Brown's
forma on the west, wnd Arthur HeCoruiclkts on the eost. At the smme tine
she sold to Cis;gcy, for & 100, 7 o nogro mon called Pronk, ubout twenty—-
five yours old. ~"

Bosides this form, Selly hod ride inprovencnts on twe others.
Patrick MeNiff dcgeribed thesc s he found then while surveying the river
in April, 1791. 4 Her dwelling house wos o0 the woper helf of vhut be-
curic 1ot number ten, East Dover Tovnship, Kent County, .nd her improvce=
nents cxtonded from her housc through wlmost tyo-thirds of 1ot musber
cleven. These consistod rwrely of . plain, cleur by naturc, which sho
hed foneod in, and o small orchard plonted on it. The elenring on her
othor form, in front of lot £ifyoen, was clgo o suanll plain, part of
which hod been tilled by o 0ETro, whe hoé built o hut therc. It wos now
dogerted. Perhops this wes tho negro Sully sold to Clsosnoy.

The British government purchoscd fros the Indions mosgt of the
territsory compriscd in tic pregsent countics of Essex and Kent in the
gpring cf 1790. Thc Indicn gronts slong the Thermes were all disregurd~
cé, although thoge pors.ns whe hod scttled or nwnde inproveascnts were
soocmodated with onc lot of two husndred wcres. While the negotintions
for the purchesc were going on Sally wes wssurcd by the chicfs that her
1.nd would not be ineludced in the grle to the govermment. Sally wa
gti1l onxious, und when the chicfs wero departing for Dotrait she ugaln
reminded them of her clulms tnd bogged them not tc ferget her.

Po muke doubly surc, Sally ndarcssed n pctition, duted August 21,
1789, to Lord Doerchester, the Governor-General, sctting forth her cluims
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Thoe Board still considered that Szally's petition could not be allow-
ed, but agreed to send wll the documents relutive te her cleinm to tho
Governar, for sintructions., This wus done carly in Junc. Suwlly mcen-
while, on Agril 30, hnd nddressed cnother petition te Licutenunt-Gover-
nor Simeoc.”t

Somc time provious to this soverwl persons hud settled on Selly's
land without cuthurity. She scnt « memorial to the Lund Board concernirpg
then in the spring of 1792. She stated that o Mr. Shoron and wnother
Fronchmon had settled nnd built on lot ton without any notico to hor.
The farm contuincd about thirty acres clewr lund, wnd wus rentcd from her
by Mr. Manro. Jamcs Donuldson hal also taken part of the form from her,
about half of it clenred, und wus zbout to sow wheat where her apple
trces wore planted. Solly scid that she haed hoped to get thig furm for
her brother. Another of her farms, conteiniig cbout twenty acres cleur
land, had boon tulen frem her by Andrew Hamilton end o Lir. Gibson, who
had nloughed ond sowed it, ond lived on it in houscs which they had
built. She considered thot she hod been uged very budly, «s she hod
feneed her land and built severwl houges on the different furms, intend-
iny then for her fricnds, who werce loyelists wnd Indians.

Sally also huad trouble about the lund she had sold in 1789 to Jos-
coh Cissney. Aftor the survey this wes included in lot scven, uc con-
trined twelve seres in front, six of clear lend, fonced in. On it wos
o good country house wbout forty feet in length, with .. ccller, ond o
stuble. Cissney had never lived on the farm and had permitted tnc house
to go to ruin and scvercl wpple trecs to be dug up end corried off. The
Land Board hod reccently gronted the leot to Thouws Lugion.  Thoercupon
Cissncy had petitioncd the Bonrd, suying he hod bought the lond from
Sclly. The Board told him she had no right to scll any lond, wnd that
he vy to lock t2 her for his noncy. Whethoer or not hu succeeded in re-
covering it, we do not know. He securcd .. certificatc for lot sixz fronm
the Limd Boord, but he wes entitlod to one lot wnywoy, and he sceurcd no
more bcesusc of his corlier purchusc.

In 1792 Sully sent o petiticn to Ceclonel England ot Detroit, de-
claring thet her land had cest her so much, und she hud mude such im-
provements on it, thot she could not give it up for less thon & 1300,
New York Currcncy, but it wus worth several hundreds morcs Whitc people
hud ecome the yeur before .nd werc living on her land, so thot she hud
nothing left oxeept thefrieiigion house.!

Despite thesc petitions, end the feet thot the mwtter had beeir ro-
ferrod to the Licutcnant-Governor, the Lund Board proceccded 2 dlspose
of thc lots clained by S.lly, which were mumbersd ten to geventecn in-
clusive., Lot ten, on which hoer house stood, was granted to Sully hoer-
g¢lf. Certifientes for the rest were given g follows: 1lot cleven to
Joneg Doneldsan, lot twelve to Thonas Snith, lot thirteen to George
Cope ané Isasc Delsen, lot fourteen to John Dodemecud, lot fifteon to
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to tho lund. 45 She did not now cluin ull shc hud bought, but " would be
sutisficd with threc hundred acres in front, beginning ot the Forks
running weotwerd, wnd thirty-three ond cne-third acres in depth; but
with leave to sctilc on it such people as are worthy. " She declurcd
th.t her motives werc not i for the sule of lucrc, she digpiscth the
idea, but rorely fer the purposc of scttling hcrself anongot her friends

whom she . 18 to divide the suid lund, «nd puss the reocdnder of her
IifG. ™

Selly's next petition, duted Moy 6, 1791, wue scdressed to the Lond
Bourd for the District of Hossc. 46 ghe soid she " was the first that
cver sottled on the aforcsaid lunds before wny white pcople cver thought
to sotitle there, thinking to huve 1t for hersclf wnd friends who were
loyolists, «nd hus served his Iinjesty since and before the lote unhuppy
rebollion. When the Covernment purchesed the territory the chiefsy
tald Coloncl Mellec, the deputy Indinn wgent, thot her lund wes not inelu-
ded. McKec sgrecd to this, uccepting o string of wueipun, wid gold thut
she nced not midke hersclf uncasy about losing it.

Seven of the Chippewr: chicfs signed o gttement to the sume cffcet
sn July 1%, 1791. They doclurcd thut before thoy signed the dosd thoy
had told MeXce thoy would not scll the traoct belonging to theoir sister
Sally Ainsc, who hud always uscC then well. McKec promised he would do
21l ho could, und weuld speal tc the Corzmnéunt wbout it.”

when McKoc notified the Lond Boord of the purchisc on My 31, 1790,
hoe rode no mention of « rescrve in fuvor of 3Sully. The Lowrd therofere,
in its nocting of lnrch 30, 1792, considercd 1ittle attontion was to be
poid to her claim, but neverthcless wrote to kicKee about it., Toe latter
denicd thut any reserve hed beon nuede for her, tut thot @ some of the
chiofs of the iiver Li Tronche did indeed spoul 0 me ofter the purchase
ané beg that Sully Alnge net be surned of f the lands she ocecupicd on the
river. ¥ He told them thet the matter had to be referred to the Lend
Bourd, znd he did ot doubt it would consider hor. His testincny wus
gupported by thut of wontiguc, one of the three members of the Bourd,
Wiz scid he was prosent wheoa the purchuse wes rade .

Or. April 6 the Land Bourd decidec that no attontion could be puld
to Sclly's claims, " further thun uny she moey srefer b% petition to the
Governor-in-Council for o single 1ot of U0 Jagreg. 49  put for from beo-
ing discouraged, Sully appearcd before the Board when it get the follow-
ing wecle, urmcd vwith a1l her documcnts, including hor Indion deeds, re-—
coipts for monecys poid for them, und the chicfs! stoteuwent that her
1and had been reserved in the scle made t2 the Government. She also
presented o petition uddressed to the Governor—-in-Council, in which she
gtntod she preswncd it wog 1o infringement on his Mujosty's rights,
thot she cccepted und bought this lond, supposing cne Indiun to have 2
right of conveying to another. U She now cloimed only cight lots in the
centre of the first township, on which she had node improvements.
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AndrCW'Hamingn, lot sixteon %o Richord Barpe, end lot scventeon to
Jogeph Elom.”

Sally travelod to Meowark to sttend the mecting of the Governor ond
Council on October 17, 1792. Sinese colled the ottention of the Council
" to tho casc of Sclly Ainsc, un Indlan worn deprived of her loncs Cn
the River Lo Trunche after she had congidcrably improved the swac. The
varicus docunients sent by the lund bourd of Kent wnd Esscx werc referred
to and sinece it was " cleorly evinced she wes cntitled to heve the proy=
er of her petition gronted ", it wos roesclved thit she should be glven
coertificites for her cluims, congigting of eight lots. 6

When the Land Bouord reccived the order from the Council, they werc
dismuyed. The prosident, Colonel Bnglond, wrotc o long lotier of pro=
tost to the Governor's sccretary om Noverber 4. He told how the lots
had already becn disposed of, and said the Doard had consicdered Sclly's
Indion grent te be the sume o3 the others, to which no sttontion was

aid. The Govermacnt had ropootedly irstructed them not to consider
private purchascs by indivicduale fron the Indiang. Her petitions had
been @ for some yeurs past before the Cormender-in-chicf and Council,
and o8 no orders were gont to the Bourd rolistive to them, they con-
sequently considered thut they were to act by hor ws they werc instruc-
ted to do by others in her situation, .nd «s thoy have hitherto unifori-
1y done. ™ The lots had beon grunted © principally to old ger jouants,
who hove been alreedy ot considerable oxpense in cultivating them, and
crecting buildings on them, as thcy hove boen for somc time in thelir
posscssion, or at lonst congidered so by thom, thoush they did not re-
coive their cortificutes till I wcesumed the cortnnd here..." The Bourd
now found themsclves very delicutely situnted with regerd to thesc lots,
.8 they feured thoat rceeulling the coertificotes they had grunted would
alarm the scttlors ot lurge, moking then feel insceure. This would not
only cheek tho growing scttlerent on the Thancs, but in futurc would
grootly weaken the nuthority of the Board. Congcawently they hud de-
cided to toke no gteps until they hoerd cgein from Governor Sincoe, ond
Plattered themselves that he would sunction thelr proceccings. Colonel
BEngland suggested thot land cqually vuelusdble, not yet locuted, ccould be
found in the settlemcnt for Sully, ' who I suppose is considecred entitled
to protcction wnd favor. "

In reply, Simcse wrote to Colonel Inslend on the 14th, stoting thoat
beeauge of the Council's decision only Sally was entitlecd to the lands
in digmte, and he regretted that the order in hor bhcholf rmst be strict-
1y complied with., The Cowieil had imfc its decisgion after the motter
hoé beon submittcd to it as o doubtful cuase. Hoviever, the Government
did not wish t6 lessen the influcnce bf the Beurd, Siricce therefore
gugrested that if it could find meons to do justice to Sally by giving
her lunds elscwhere, or by s;tisfyig% the prosont possessors, he wus
gure thc Couneil weould ogree to it.
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Nothing was donce by the Boord to gettle the digpute, 2and in July,
1793, Sally trovelod t2 Niogoere to sce Simece. 0o July 25 he wrote to
Surveyor Generel Smith, scnding the letter by Sally hersclf. " Do
sutisfy the poor wounn, " he reguests, " that we have done her justice. .
Obtain the copy of the order of Ceuncil for heor londs; end if you think
it nccossoury write in my nume to Coloncl Engluand t¢ protect hor in
gotting possession of hor lands. ™ In w pestacript he wdds: " I wm 8o
determincd that sho shell hove justice that if 1t be nccessary, the
pergons who withhold her lends from her shell be prosecuted by the
Attorney General., ™

When the Lund Bourd for Esscx and Kent met on August 14, 1793, the
nerbers recorded in their minutes o justificotion for their conduet,
They had disposed of the lots claimed by Sally in conformity with the
orders under which they derived their authority, o8 well as with ro-
poated instructisns from the Commuinder-in-Chicef and Governor Simcoc.
These ingtructicnsg forbude then to accept ns velid any grunts by the
Indiens to individucls. They hod been told by McKee thuet no reserve in
her favor had been mude by the Indiwns when the purchuasc of ifny 26, 1790,
hac been mede, so they Ll gronted the lend to deserving discharged
gorjeunts and sclliers from the British urny, who proved o be uaong the
most respectable scttlers on thée River Thomos. Anxious, howover, to
comply with the Orler-in~Council for restoring the lands claimed by
Sally, the Board had rocoimended thoat she wund the settlers on them should
attend the Board on September 6.

On that dute Sally und the five settlers wppeared bofore the Bourd.
It was first proposcd tc her that she should wecept an ccuwl guontity of
lond gomewhere clsc. Thig she refuscd. Then the settlers offcred to
give her B 60, Now York Currency, for ecch of the lots, " cnd cvery rea-
sonnble cffort was made, s well by the Bourd g by the posscssors of the
lots t2 cccomedate Mrs. Ainsc, but ncthing would content her but the
irmedicte possession of her lund. "™ The gettlers then decided to send
pctitions to Simcoc, und the Bourd agrecd to do nothing furthor until it
hooré. fror Kin.

The Council rcfused thosce petiticns and ageln confiraed Sully's gront.

Littlchales wrote to Surveyor Goneral Smith on November 3, aslding hinm to
sequaint Celonel Englond wind the petitioners with this, wnd te sce thot
5211y received her title decds for the lend us soon os possidble. He told
Suith to inferm her that any persong who eontimied to ocecupy the lots

weuld be prosccuted to the utmost rigor of the luw by the King's Attoricy;

but she wos wlse to be told thut if sho wished to compromise with any of
.the ghe was at liberty to do so.

Srmith wrote to Sally ¢+ this cffcect on Hovember 15, ond alsc to the

Bozrd, to whon ho gont & cipy of Littlchulce's letter. The Bourd imsedinte-

1y dirccted ancther copy to be sent to one of the posscosgors of the lots
cleinmed by Sully, with dircetiens thut he should corrmnicute the contonts
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Sriith replied to her letter on Februery 3, 1794, stoting he would
gend it to the Attorncy Genoral, 8 ho hud nwthlag t~ do with mking out
title deeds. 70 Sally scciied to thinlz thot Sihith wos responsible for her
failure to get thery. She wrote him o letter whese tenor can be inferred
from the following reply 71 of Smith on april 13:

I have received your vory oxtroordinary letter. I bop lcave
t2 coll to your reeollection thut I first drew the petition
for you end put you in the wy $¢ hove sroper inguiry mode
about your lands. You lknow that I attended the Governor
Counecil and rcpeuted therce whot I hewrd the chiefs say in
yeur foavor before Colonel Brondt. Youw lncw I procurcd yeu
the crder of that council for your land, the best suthority
You can have till your decds cre prepured. 1 huve writton
geveral letters wbout ycu to the Bowurd, to the Swvrveyor, and
the Attorney General, ond hove donc cvery thing in rny power
that I thought nyself conscientiously called on to de
And you have well repaid ne ! I am sure Mrs Ainse when you
reoflect on these circwist.mces you will be sorry for huving
writton me guch o lottor.

I vrote you word I hod gent your lotter to the Attorncy
Gecneral bochusc I hiwe no power or authority to muiic out
title deods. I put your business in o priper train, ond
beecnuse I ¢id so, you lavish your anger on ce. I promiscd
you ny support, to have J”R donie Justice tz. I huve donc
it. Your lend is sceurc to you, su for o ny intorforence
could operatoe.

I know nothing about the unjustificsble manner you tallk of,
ner hove I had, any hoand in the ¢iffienlty you tulk cof luo-
bouring under,

His Exccllency Lord Dorchegter wsg well s cvery persod act-
ing unier hin nre inclined to 4o justice to every onc,

Yeu will think otherwise of this affuir, if cver I sce you.

On kerch 7 cight chiefs of the Chippowns scnt o protest to the
-Cﬂuncil eoncerring Sullyts lands. They declorcd that when Colonel
McKee hnc applied te thon for the land on the River Lo Trunche for the
uso of thc Govermacnt, thoy said they would grunt the south gicde of it,
i but not the north, bocuusc they necded land to hunt end plent upon for
thelir sustenunco. McKec replicd that it was wbsolutely nccossery thut
.. ¥he King shouléd have this lund, and if thoy sove it up in o Triendly
- and peaccable vay they should be amply recomncnsed. He also said thot

_thc King vanted only the land for o 1littlc ways buel: on cach gide of
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the river, und thot the Indiuns could usc any purt of it for hunting and
plenting, oxcept the river gide. Upon this cogsurance the chicfs aprecd
to grant te the King the luand on cach side of the river, " coxcept tho
traect of lind which we had gold befeore that time to our beloved sister
Sally Alnsie und who had for the sbove considerebly overpeid us. ™ McKee
congented to this soying thot Swlly wos o very good wonen and their
sister, und thit thoy wero to be commended for their honesty und fidcl-
ity to her. He szid he did not require her lond. As o tolen of the
agreenent MeKoe rceceived o stripg of wompun from the chiefs. Two doys
leter tho decd wus signed. The chiefs had asked McKee for writing to
sccurc this lend te Selly, which he promised to give %Qom, but put thun
off fronx duy to doy, so thot they never rcceived it. '*

This is the story ropectedly tcld by the Indiunsg, but McKec alweys
denicd that any reservution in Sully's faver hod boen promiscd. It
scemg strognge thoat the Indiung did net insist on the reserve apocuring
in tho Govermment's dced before they signed it. Apparcntly they were
gotisficé with licKce's promisc to refer the motter to the Land Board.

Patents were gronted to Swlly for eight lots, comprising 1673
acres, on Junc 29, 1794, 4lthough her later eloims had been for only
six lots, putonts arc registoered in her nane ot the Kent County
Regigtry office for lots ninc to sixtccn, inclusive. Nevortheloss, it
wos ancther thing to get posscssion of the lond.

Up to this time Sully had contimucd her repular trading operctions,
We find her the plaintiff in severnl suits for ceobt held before the
- Court of Corron Pleas ot LiAsswaption ( Sanlwich ) in Augugt, 1792. She
sceured julgenent wgpednst John Clearwoater and Francois Letour for
b 1.17.6 cach, Jordun Avery for & 2.18.4, und J. B. Cunpoou for & 2.19.-
9, with costa /O In Mey, 1794 Colonel England complainct te Sincoe
about her conduct when he had requestel the publie not to scll ruwa to
the Indions for threc 2ays while they worc boiny collected at the
Gleize. In goneral this hud been cheerfully obeyed, * cxcept Sully
. Ainse, who avuiled hersgelf of the goneral prohibiticn, and privytely dis-
posed of i sufficient guantity to keep an entire bund drunk.

Following Woyne's victory at Fallen Timbers, we find Sully o tively
enzoged in the ncjotictions for pouce between the Indisns and the Ancr-
icong., In Jamunry, 1795, Joseph Brant roceived o nesgcze from the Lule
Indiensg, whe requeste? him to deliver his onswer to Sally, who had
been authorized to reccive any messaze from hinm in their abscnce. 79 On
Jumunry 26 Sally sent o belt wnd o string of wompw: to the Ottows chicof

Aguishue, accompunicd by two specches, all from Brandt, adircssed

$o the Ottawm®, Chippow:s, and Pottewntomi. Afrsic that Agudshun might
kcep the spocches toc lons, sho sent copics to the other chicfs ot St.
~Joscph and Suginow. Brandt besped then to held firm o the King and

his Fivc Nations, as good goldicrs nusht. He wlgs reguested them to

Learry on cvery intereourse through Sully Ainse, it being unsufo to carry

on any corrcspondence except throuch people of their cwn color.



Sully aclmovlcdsed ths reccint of Bront's lottors and told hinm what
shoe hod dene. + I oo ofridd that your w.alpua an” gpeeches will be t¢
1ittlc offcet with the Indi-ng, wu they wro snenzin off to General

wyne overy oy M, she wroto. The Infiong ot S.niusiy hed slrcody gone
to the Ancricang. Broatls messen el with o Huron ond o Coghownd.. hod
hold = e-uncil ..t $2llyt's house the dey before ghc wrote. Thu Huron,
whe hod been prescnt ot the nweting of the 8 acusky Indiuns and tho
Ariericen officers, rolated whot hol huppened..  Pecece hud buon wsrecd
unon, cnd the officers soid they wore sled the Indions hed found out

thot gince Simece, iMeKue, and Brunt werc fulse peuple, prenising mmch il
porforming nothini. % I an most Wfr. i2 of th. conscquence fy Swlly wrote,
and eoncluded, ¥ I hope, Sir, you will writc tc me often und let ne know
how thinzs urc corried on in that pert, ond I shall roturn you a1l the
nows I can collect herc. You sey roly thot <11 the Indiunsg bordering on
the Ancricons will follow the exwiple of the Hurons in less thuen o

ronth, ™ 77

Briant roccived confirmntion of theso viows from his mesgsenger ond
fre:- the Shovmecs. His eninesity to kcKee, probubly furthered by the
1attor's trcotment of Solly, is shovm in hig complaint to Jescph Chew
in Februnry thot ¥ it weg o pity ¢.1loncl MeKce should huve lost his in-
flucnec vith the Indieng, or thut he ever inforfercd in thelr couns~
cils. " 78 Chow comontud on thig in his lotter t¢ Thorws Coffin on
March 26: " I wa of opinien that Captain Bront's friend, Miss Scroh
Ainse, is of the purty who cnricuvores to tele the Indiansg froo or loso-
en their confidence in Celeoncl iekee. ™ 79 fThero is no deubt thot Sally
was unfriendly to the latter.

Lord Dorchcster wrote o Simecse in Hovember thet wlthou h Brunt
n? gnid MeKce interfercd in councils, he wls hod complained <f his
sbsence in the treoty mnking. “Bront slgo ingtewd of acting in concert
with Col-ancl McKee and nroventing his further iaterforence, h..g oponed
o eorrespendcence with Miss Sully tinse; has held councils und gont
ncgsoncors without consulting MoKUC e o s

Durinz thig time Briat w.s exerting his influcnec 0 sceurc Sally
in possgessicn of her lunds on the Thirics. Despite the faet thoat setoenty
hed beern issucd t2 hor in June, 179., sho wes un:ble to get tho Attorncy
Genersl to cet opainst the nen who hwd gsettled on it. Brant wrotc to
Licuten:ut-Coleonel Jchn Butler on Junc 28, 1795, thut Swlly's londs,
.deogpite pronises, hod never been put in hor pcsscssion. ¥ She 1s one
of sursclves ", he stuted, ™ und has boen af serviec to ws in Iundiun

} -& fairs =t this pluce. ¥ Hoe rogquested Butler 9 give wll the wassistunce
" hc could to her.

oy woeks later o couneil was held ot licviaurk, where were proscnt

" 8imeoe, Butlcr, Littlcholos, snd the chicfs ond Indiuns from the Grond
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River. Ono of the points reiged by the Indians concerned Szlly's lands,

and vhother theoy would be put in her posscggicn. Simeoe replicd thut he

would ‘refer the rmtter $: Lord Derchester. Two doys loter, whoen he for- .
warded the proceedingg of the council to Dorchester, Sinmeoc told him i
thut Sully hed long sinee becn dirccted to be put in legul pogsessicn of

her londs.

The affair seeiwg now, o8 bofore, to huave been left in the hands of
the Attcrney Generwl, Jehn White. It Dece.ber Simeoe ordered hirn to

nalzc out her dceds. Why this wus nccessary, when patonts for the lands
hai. heen nude out in June, 1794 and registered, is not clewar. The
Attorney Generul informed Sincoe that he hod not instituted any suit to
(ispogssgs the people on Sally's lunds. He hod lons since written in
hor fuvor to the azoent of one of the men, but hel not yot gone to trial,
ag he vog walting $o perfeet his case .89

Sincoc seems to have been sincore in his effeorts to help Sully, but
found the opposition of intcrested purtics too powerful. In Februury,
1796 his sccretary, Littlchules, wrote to Surveysr-General Smith:

I o gonfidentiully to requost you will transait to me wn
cecount of the gquontity of lend elidnmed by Sally Ainse, of
whut she hos posscssion, of the niues of the pergens who
cluin under grants of the Lond Board, wnd .ls> the nancs

Y. ' ef the gentlomcn who composcd the Luand Bouard.

In answer t- o request for informution from Sully, Saith wrote to
-hor >n Morch 29 thit he thouwsht the Govermnent bore her sood will; oané i
-~ that Simcoc in Council had showm it by precuring the orizinel order for
her lends. " Cirecwstences, I preswic ¥, he wrote, " which could not
thenhive beon anticipoted, wre the ocensicn of your progont difficultics.
I &. nct believe thoy arisc fron wny wunt of inelinaticn in tho Licute-
nant Governor to scrve you, but origincste from the sinular situwtion in
which you cre pluced, relutively with those who clainm your lond under
cortain rooulotions, n 85

Chiof Joseph Brunt contimwed his effortg in $:.lly's behalf. He
vrote $2 D, W. Snith on Anril 3 ws follows:

“You very well Imow thut Sully Ainse's lund was her right,
“before the purchase was mnde by the Govermment, and tha
= the land bowrd cut it in picces uafterwards. Since, it
- hog beon prenmiscd in prescnce of the Five Notions soveral
tinmes t: be rostorcd to heor, und is not reostorcé yet, not-
- “withstanding. I reully rmst confoss that I bogin to think
-:1% ton hurd to scc our friends the Snglish so very gstrict
~about InCiun linds... It gricves me to obscrve thot it
_-8oens natural to whites to look on lancs in the possession
wiof InCians with an oching, heourt, ond never to rest till
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they have planned them out of then.

A few days later Littlehales wrote to Brant: 87

In regard to Sally Ainse, there is no need of interference
whatsoever. Your personal recommendations und the good
will the Goverrment bear to her, induced th¢ Governor in
council to grant her the land in question. Difficulties
at that time unforesecn, have hitherto prevented her being
put in pogscssion thereof. They do not origincte in uny
backwardncss on the part of the Lieutenant Governor, but
from our custom snd rcgulations. Thesc the Licutenant
Covernor will fully cxplain to you when he scos you ut
Niagars, or should you bc therc bofore him, hc has re-
quested the Attorncy General to huve o communication with
you on the subjeet, which he doubts not will sctisfy your
mind, that all hus been donc, end will bo done thut is
possible to sccurc Sclly Ainsc.

Unfortunstely for Sally's hopces, gsimeoo doparted for England in the
antumn of 1796, nover to roturn. For the next threoe yours Upper Cuncdu
wos ndministercd by Potor lwusscll, tho genior councillor.

On Novcmber 24, after the depurturc of Simeoc, vnother Indian
" ‘council wes hcld ot Newark. In his speceh Brant brought up the troot-
‘ment of Sully, which he szid, gave then groet uncasiness. In two public
councils they hud loid bofore Governor Simecoc the hordships of their
gister losing hor lunds. He hud assurcd thom thet she should have her
. property, but mutters remained as they werc, and poople were scttlcd on
"her lands,

A margin:l notc to the procccdings of this council, scnt by Brunt,
 states: " And aftor 21l promiscs tho Attorncy Goneral ot lust shewed me
@ ticket from the Land Bowurd which he gaid coulé not be donc awny. "

~ Selly presented nnothcr petition to the Council ot Newurk on
August 12, 1797. This wos signod by her son Nicholus Montour us her

egent end nttorncy. Curiously, she now stated thut she wus o Shuvmoe
_indicn, instced of un Oneida, as formerly. She rocited agein her
“elaims for the land in cuestion wnd presented her various documents in
. .proof. 89 mho Council deeidod that before nny enswor could be mede 1t
- would be nocessury to cnquirc as o the authenticity of the documents,
‘and why thc land ceded to hor had not becn regerved from the land sold
‘o thc king. Copics of the documcnts worc gent to Coloncl IicKec, and
~hc.wms usked o moke o report to the Council.

L% o McKée's roport wos made on Scptomber %, Hc declured thut in the
.. cession made tc the king in 1790, no rocservetion was made for Sally
‘Alnse. He stoted further:




The Indisns hove, however, spoken to me since thot period
end hove expresscd o wish thot she should hold her pos-
gessions. My only unswer to thom was, thet in the disg-
tribution of lands, the Xing's Government would not doubt
considcr the cluims of His M:jesty's subjccts, but how
far Mrs Ainsc camc within thot deseription wos not to be
deecided by me. I have .lso undcrgtood thot many others
bogides Mrs Ainsc, and myself cmong tho yumber, cloimed
lands upon the River Lue Tronche Dy Indion decds prior to
tho ccssion, but no rcservation wes mede by the Indiens
for cny gf these lends ot the time of the purchasc.

' The Council took up Sally's potition cguein on April 9, 1798. Aftcr
rouding tho various deoeuncnts ond MeKee's report, it wos regolved thut,
28 it appoarcd from the lutter ¥ thit no resorve whotover wns mede Lo the
King in the yeur 1790, and that as o full voeluable considerotion wus
paid by His Mrjesty to the nution for the land then gold, S:lly Ainse
eun hove no cliuim upon the Crown for nny part of the lunds then ceded",
thorefore the petition could nxt be gronted. o1

Thot not only Sully but the Indizns were not rcoconeiled o this de-
eision is shovm by Sir John Johnscn's lettor to Leter Russcll on My R6,
1799. The CGovernment wes ot this time negotiuting with the Chippewa
Indinns for the purchusc f 1onds north of the purchuese line of 1790,
from t:¢ upper Thomes to tho River St. Cloir and Leke Huron. Johnson
gove 1t os his opinion that o deed could be obtuined with the assistunce
of Ebenozer Allen mnd Selly Ainsc, without much cxpense or trouble, if
they could securs the lunds they desircd.9?

"waever, meons were found to buy the territory without Sclly's
gsigtonce. Sho nover rcccived the seven lots for which she huod fought
.sﬁglong. nor any compensction for thicm. But she did not give wp hope.
Ir Jomery, 1809 she addrossed o petition to Licutonsnt-Governor Sir
Franeis Gore, asgiing for relicf ond comp ensation. In Merch, 1813
Richard Pattinson, hor ctiorney wad ogent, sont o potition to President
8ir Boger H. Shouffc, who promiscd mh,t Justice would be done her, but
he wos recalled o fow months wftcrwords. Two years luter Puo ttinson
petitioned Licutenant-General Gordon Druwmnond in her behulf. He re-
questod o gront of 1400 acros ( egual to whuat she hed lot ), in a fuvor-
ble situation. This petition was reod in committee, which was ordered
o rcport. It is endorsed on the bock in fuded hendwriting, " partics
.n:c doad” '

5 Aa 1at0 48 Septomber, 1806, when S.lly bought o cuoart of whisky
rom John Askin, shc was still living on her furm on the River Thames.
.Hcr account wos deb1ted f ‘ur shillings in the ledger, but undcrncath

3 wTitt nin red ink: * I don't meun to wsk puyymont. " 94 pnd none
PPOETI.
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Socn ufter this Surah must hove moved to Melden, the prosont towi.
‘of Amherstburg, nesr the mouth of the Detrolt River, wherc she wuas
1iving when shc pctitioncd Sir Frunels Gore in Jonvary, 1809. It is
- intcresting to note thot sic wg.in deseribes hersolf we an Indien woman
~ of the Oneids nation, ruther than o Shavmeo, os in 1797, She conitimued
‘" %o reside ot Anherstburg until her dewth, which occured about 1623,
She mst hove been nenrly ninety-five yeurs of vge. On Februory 11,
1824, Goorge Ji.cob und Jumes Gordon sought tho cdministration of her
egtato, therobeing nonc of her kindred resident in the provincc. They
wero agents to the vxueutors of the cstote of Richurd Pattinson, who
~-hzd dicd about 1817. Jucod and Gordon gtiutod that # Sarch Alnso, late
‘of the tow of Amherstburg dcported this lifc lcuving goods, chuttols,
znd ercdits within the suid distriect”, and ot the time of her dcuth
-~ wes largely indebted to the late Richurd Pottingone Lotters of
. cdminigtrotion for her cstote were grunted i Jocob nnd Gordon in
‘Burrog:te Court ot Sondwich on M.y 10, 1824.

o S.11y probubly outlived most of hor children. Wc have scen thot
‘three of them, wlong with their half-brother John, hod boen left in the
. eure of the Goveorment of Poimsylveniw. John Lontour wus cCuented in
- tho English schocl of the Colloge of Philoadelphiw, wherc his nome

. appours ir the list 3f studonts for 1757, 96 g 11y's twe oldest children
- woro boarded by the state with Hennch Boyd.97 Onc of thea wes nemed
" Polly. . Two yours wftor going to live with Hennoh the Stoate paid for uw
padr of stoys for her.98 The sccond child is not nwied in the acoounts,
but it might bc surmiscd that o cortuin Andrew Montour who wus o member
“.ef Cuptedn Jumes Fisher's coup:ny of the Cumberland County Militic in
. Pomsylvania, in 1782, wog the son of the older Androw.

 Various oxpenditurcs for these threc childroen wppeor in the stote
aecounts ufgél 1760. Puyments for schooling were made to Rebeeen
Burchnll, An iteom oppowring in Moy, 1757, shows thut they ran wway,
‘gnd had 2 be followed and broght back, 101

Lor U Tho rourgest of Sor.h's children in Philodcelphic wos nemed Debby.
Shé¢ ws of such teudor uig ghet she wes still boing nursed morc than
Yoor after coming therc. 02 gne éic not live with Hunneh Boyd, but with
the forily Sf Elword Cory. By 17681 sho wus ol¢ enough to begin her
gchocling. 03 mhe luost refurcnce o hor that I heve found is in the

'Tgycs of Assombly for Pemisvlvonin, Scptumber 19, 1766, 2 fallows: 0%

i

1t wos reprosented te tho Housce thot the duughter of Androw
Montour wh: heth been supported from her infoney ot the
“public expouse, is in imacdiste went of nocegsury clothing,

- ond thet the person with whom she now lives boing « puor man,
“eammot koep hor longer, wnless he be forthwith puold the
carreers of her bourd and schocling for the lest yoor. It
wes resolved by the Houge thot Mre Spunker be requested to

_ toke upon hinm thce core of the seid girl, so for as to defroy
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the charges which hoeve clready wceeruscd for her meintenance,
and provide her with deeent clothing, vt the publiec expense,
$111 she can be bound out with the conzent of her father,

or otherwise dispoged of.

We now toke lewve of those children, ond follow the currer of
Nicolas Montour, wh> w.s baptized in the Dutch church et Albony in 1756,
He went to Detrcit and M.ckinne with his mothor in 1774, and when she
acquired lunds on the Thimes River in 1780 she guvo him o portion, 105
Before "this, however, he had gone to the West as o fur troder. Eorly
in 1779 & Nicolas Montour appeers, us o claek for Frobisher wnd Compuny .
In 1784 he boeome o purtner in the North west Compuny, holding two
shares in the sixtoen-shurc conecrn of thut year, ost of his time w8 Ih
spont on the Sasketchowan. In 1792 he retired with o lorge fortune, i
and three yeours lotor bought the golgniory of Lo Pointe-du-Lace ncor !
Threc Rivdrs, in Lower Crande.. Here he merried Gonevieve Wills, o Roman ;
Cutholic, although he remeined o Protestant until his deaths From 1796
to 1800 he resresented the county of St. Lismrice in the Legislutive
Assomblf of Lowor Cinwde, whore ho voted goncerully with the English
burty. 06 Therc is overy reuson to believe th.at this Nicolang Montour
wos Sully's gon. Thot he kept in touch with his mother is showvm by the
foet thet he aeted o8 hor agent in presenting to the Cowncil of Upper
Cenncde her petition in 1797,

Nicolas' munor housc at Lo Pointc-du~Lioc had been built before
1790, and was likencd to the clegant Froieh chotoous of the Middle
Ages. Here Nieelus lived in luwaury, enterteaining lavishly, ond dig-
pcnsing good cheer. But despite this, when he died on August 5, 1808,
he left o urge fortune to hisg wicow, who lived until 1832, Nicola
weg buricd at Throo Rivers, in the Protosgtunt cenetery,

After the widow's dogth the scigniory went to threc doughters,
Julic, Curoline, wnd Melindn. The oldest murried Senater Lnvilhot,
They had no children. Coroline morried o merchant of Three Rivers,
nomed Kimbor, who died four Jewrs after their merricge. Loter she
married Toussaint Biron of Pointe~-du-Lac. They hed one duughter who
died ip infancy. The Joungest “aughter, Molinda, bocue violently in-
Sunc.  She wos so dungorous thet she h.d to be confined in an iron-
burred dungeon in the celler of the manor, wherc she remuined until hor
denth in 1872, Her presence there guve risc to fontostie storics which
circulated cong the people,

After the decth of Molinds the seigniory passed into othorhands,
Eventuxlly it become tho property of the Church, wd o convent and
other religious buildings wore built. The 0ld wmenor houge, now resgtor-
cd, wzs long descited snd the windows hooarded up, inhobited only by
snukes, rots, lizards, end inscets, The pupils of the convent had ..
horrsr of the place, believing it haunted, The story went that o heretic
hed died in the dungeon in the celler, and hod been buried there with
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his dog. Thus the strunge story of Sully's son Nicolos, oud
hig rad duughtor Lelind.., woes confugcd te produce wcnothor ghost in o

Cescrtcd chutOQu.lO7

Nicolws left o gon in the west, by wn Indiuwan woman, who wus olso
called Micoloas. Hoe was ' o llerk ot PFort des Pruirics in 18046, wus
stotioned in the Kostonny countiy i% 1813, wnd wus dischorged on the
Suskatchowon by Sismpsan in 1823, ©

The foet thet Selly's son Nieolas dicé fifteen yeors before hig
mother, cxplaing why the cdiminigtrotion of her estite went to the
oigenty of the cdomdinistrotors :f Hichurd Puttinson's cgtote, to whom she
wog indebted. Hor grondson Nieolasg wes fur swuy in the west, her grond-
davghteors were in Lover Conodo, and her threo children left in Philo-
¢elphi:n hud probobly never scon their mother sinec 1756 wnd ey not
heve beon 1living in 1825, Solly's neie does not ppoar wamong the
listy of houscholiors in Lmhorstburg Curing the time she must have
lived there. Boing very oléd, she probably lived with and wos corrced for
by othors.
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Kent Historical Society Papers & Addresses,-Vol=-1=7 1914-51.

When the reader has weight Mr.W.GMcGeorge's unique paper on the
"Settlement and Survey,of the Thames in Kent" he will have concluded
that previous to the english official colonization of the river about
1790, there were considerable pre-occupations.Thie pre -occupation not
only established value of the Thames basin, but involved it in a long
and verxatious-~ disputes of nearly a dozen years, which expressed, the
fact , contrary to general acceptance, that the Indian woman under the
Indian custom possessed the privilage of holding land in the " Frame
Aleu Noble" or festived of the french or in the "Fee Simple" of the
english., More than this the Indian woman's name, her deed &f purchase
for land bought on the 19th of September, 1780. in it's description of
"One Hundred and Fifty acres in depth" as well as the fact of it's
survey being under the "Brouillon" plan all point to the fact of French
Tenure and cursory survey.

According to Mr. C.M.Burton's Detroit history previous to the fire
in old Detroit in 1805 Sally Ainse was registered as owner of the East
16ft, of lot#42 old Detroit survey., The deed referring to the Dover
lands reads: "Registered a deed from Teka=Megh=a=gsii and Me=gi=riQO=
chi-pu=e Chiefs 22 August 1739 to Sarah Ainse, witnessed by T. Williams,
Justice of the Peace and dated 19th, September 1730 for a tract of
land on the north side of river a la Tranche beginning at the entrance
of the said river running hence up opposite the fork and one hundred
and fifty acres in depth bounded in front by said river A la Tranche=
Registered by T. Williams in the Detroit Register.,”

The consideration is placed at "30 New York currency in goods and
a belt of Wanipum, witnessed by Thomas Smith and dated 1lth COctober
173%. "Enregistered in the Register of Detroit page 60=61 William
Montforton.~Recorded."

The petition of the Ochipues at River la Tranche reads and was
subscribed to as follows., "The Chief Augushavay and three others of
the same nation doth hereby declare that the Indians of River la
Tranche when they sold their lands at River la Tranche that they told
Capt. McKee that there was a tract of land that tiey gave their sister
Sally Ainse wnich they would not sell as she had always used trnem well
and like-wise they gave Col, McKee a string of wampum and he the said
Col. McKee told them that she was a good woman and received the wam=-
pum saying he would do all he could and speak the commandment officer
about it; this was before the deed was signed=as witness our hands
in Detroit 13th day of July 1791=Tuckinagosey, Agushavay, Shunaduck,
Warvisque, Maskeways, Ketwetiskino, Nuango. The Indian chiefs not
knowing how to write have made their marks with totems in the presence
of (8gd.) James Graham, Wm. Dugan.

With the names attached to the Land Board petition and those to the
deed concerned there are towards a dogen and half of chiefs connected
with the dispute., Meeting after meeting was held by the Detroit Land
Board with Indian Agent McKee and Deputy surveyor McNiff present.

The Attorney General asks a series of questions re=original lines of
Ainse property, the woman appears at the Navy liall, Niagara, and Gov,
Simcoe writes in person, March 14tk 1792 that "the decision of the
Lieutenant Governor and Council of Upper Canada upon the claims of
Sally Ainse referred to them by special letter (I pelieve in May last)
their decision has been favorable to the claims of Mrs. Ainse and of



Sally Ainse (2)

course she is legally entitled to the lands in dispute.”

The complication is increased by Mrs, Ainse real estate transfer.
Folio 607 of +the land registers reads under date of 30th April, 1792
"Appearing before the Board J. Cissnee produces a deed from Sally
Ainse for lot 6, con. 1, N, side lst tp. River la Tranche,"

Enough is here recited to show the magnitude of dispute amongst
the officials as well as between the Land Board on the one side and
the executive and the Indians on the other,

Wo such a dispute would have reached such proportions had the Thames
been an unsettled wilderness at the time. Surveyor McNiff in a letter
to 'ion., Hugh Finlay, %rd May 1791, writes "In the townships surveyed
on River La Tranche I found twenty eight families in front, some with
considerable improvements should tne present order of survey be carried
into effect there, it will remove every one of them from their im=
provements,"

The advanced stage as well as extensiveness of the Sally Ainse
district is further supplemented by entries found in the Zeisberger
journal. Under date of April 17, 1792 is found "Came to Sally Land"
a colony composed of French, Englis, and German settlers." On Saturday
June 30, 1792 is read; "Coming here we bought 100 bushels of corn
at "Sally Hand" and now we have bought some more at Munceytown. Corn
is $1.00 a bushel at Munceytown,

Not alone on the settlement, Zeisberger terms, "Sally Hand," but
further up does the Missionary show the productions of the district
to the extent of the introduction of the culture possibly the first
in the province. Under date of June 27, 1793 Zeisberger makes the
entry, " The Indian Peter's hive of bees which he brought here from
Pettquoting swarmed today for the second time."

A1l point to the fact, that the Thames was a keen centre for colon=-
ization and had more than begun "the life in the clearing" in the
1705, Its colony of whites and its Indian fields prove its fertility
was of earlier concern than generally dated.

The intensity and length of the Sally Ainse deispute would novt have
applied to an unsettled district. Nothing but the trend of civiliza-
tion made the Indian woman fight so long and so valiantly against
Indian agent, land board, and squatter rights.

From Sally Ainse we have the English equivalent of Sally Hand.
Sally Ainse apparently comes from the Sallie Ainee, signifying Salted
Or preserved Elder, and such a name would not have evolved without
considerate contact wita the French "acre" as a linear measure would
not have been employed. The French "acre" is about 192 feet and does
not handily find an English equivalent.

The instructions issued to Abraham Iredell surveyor in 1803% from
the Surveryor=Generals office, directed Iredell to follow the "brouillon
place” and Engineer Hambly in 1804 was asked to follow them in tois
Thames and Kent surveys. While not itself a technical work, or in=
dicative of a French survey is more than noticeable that the word
"Brouillon" should be used because of the fact that it possesses such
common equivalent in the English tongue.

If we nave not had a French cursory survey in parts of the county
as wll as a French coasting survey of its waters we have in the Ainse
deeds and early names of streams such a free use of French words 1t
would be strange if the French settlement of Detroit had not foreseen
the advantages of the La Tranche (Thames) and De lLuce (Bear Creek) as
it had nearly every other stream discharging into the lake and river
waters about Detroit.

Now the Sally Ainse contestation about these Dover lands supported
by the legion of Indian Chiefs attests that the Indian woman was
something more than a chattel for the braves and the warriors. It
shows she was not denied the privilege of land possession in her own



Sally Ainse (continue) (3)

right and that she bartered and exchanged land under these tribal
privileges.

Again the persistent use of the word "acres" in her Dover deeds
as well as the use of the "brouillon" or rough plan of survey by
English surveyors would have been more than perturent in French de=
scriptions and a French survey at the time,

Sally Ainse a french name, Sept. 19, 1730, Prior to 1791 before
which were 23 houses built on the river,

The names of , south side of the river, going up the river.

Richard Merry, John Peck Jr., Ste. Carty, Robert Peck, Eliza Peck,
John Peck Sr., Daniel Fields, Samuel Newkirk, Thomas Williams, Charles
McCormick, Issac Dolsen on the North side Thomas Holmes, Meldrum
Park, Arthur McCormick, Sarah Wilson a negro Mattihew Dolsen, Clark a
millwright.

Sally Ainse, lot 10 Maiden name Hance, Sally Hand (French name).

1. Husband Andrew Montour whose habitiments had astonished count
Zinendorf for almost fifty yrs.

2. Joseph Louis Ainse an interpreter on her land she conducted a
trading post and was kept informed of Indian affairs infro to Joseph
Brant.

Sally born possibly in 1728 or so.

1795 survey by Abraham Iredell, 113 lots of one acre each in double
tiers along the river and creek fronts.

Sally Hand Ainse or Thames settlement had its own stores for trade
that of Dolsen and of a man named Scott in Harwich, a little to the
east of Chatham on the river around which there had grown up a consid-
erable hamlet.

300 -~ 33 one third acres in depth,

Sally Ainse, fur trader Fred Hamil. Sally, continued Montour-Wilson-
Ainse Grant from Chippewas after government pruchase. Sally fought to
retain her tract of land.

200, acre lots in 1792, various forces and interest resisted, until
1798 a second order in council reversed the first and left her with
but one lot on which she lived for several years dying in Amherstburg
in about 1823.

1775 trading with Indians selling cider among other thing taking fur
in payment, Census, Detroit, 1779, male slave and 3 female slaves,

3 cows, 4 horses.

Census, 1882, 1 female slave, five horses, one cow, two hogs.

In January, 1795 Joseph Brant received messages from Sally and requested
and the other chiefs to nold fast to the King and his five nations

as good soldiers right also to keep up every intercourse through

Sally Ainse.

Simcoe seems to have sincere in his effort to help Sally but found
opposition., Feb. 1796.

I am confidentially to request you will transmit to me an account
of the quantity of land claimed by Sally Ainse of what she has posses=
sion of the names of the person who claim under grants of the Iand

Board and also the names of the gentlemen who composed the Land Board.
March 29, 1796.

Problem originates from the singular situation in which you. are placed
relatively with those who claim your land under certain regulations.
April 3 Chief Joseph Brant continued on Sally's behalf to a G. W. Smith.
After the facts about the land being paid for and presence of the five
nations several times etc,

Brant, (ver=batim) It grieves me to observe that it seems natural to
whites to look on lands in the possession of Indians with an aching
heart, and never to rest till they have planned them out to them.
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Son Nicolas presented another petition to the council at Newark on
Aug. 12, 1797.

FTbinezer Allen and Sally Ainse to help secure lands for crown, died
at nearly 95 years in about 1823, )
George Jacobs and James Gordon executors of the Richard Pattinson who
died about 1817 and stated Sally Ainse was largely indebted to Pattinson
Tetters of adm. for her estate were granted to Jacobs and Gordon in
surrogate Court at Sandwich on May 10th, 1824,

Hannah Boyd, Pennsylvania reared Sally's 2 oldest children.

Polly 2nd child not named? but Andrew Montour a member of Captain James
Fisher's Company of Lumberland County militia in Pennsylvania in 1732
was the son of old Andrew.

Debby lived with Edward Cary Nicolas Montour baptized in Dutch Church
at Albany in 1756 stayed with mother went west as a fur trader.

In 1779 Nicolas appears as a fur trader and clerk for Frobisher and
Company Company retired in 1792 with a large fortune married-Genewieve
Wills.

Micolas lived in luxury and died August 5th, 1803? his widow lived
until 13%2 buried at three rivers.

Sibbling, Julie, Caroline, Melinda.

Property acquired in 1780 by a deed from the Chippewas it was along
the River La Tranche (Thames) from the mouth up to the forks, where
the city of Chatham is now situated. Indian Deed in 173% payment
amounting to 500 1lbs. New York currency to complete the purchase she
gave tine Indians 150 horses, guns, rum cidexr.

Sold Detroit property in May 1787 to Grubb and Dowler, boat builders
and moved to La Tranche. (Worth)

Cpposite to Sally's land on River South Bank were Charles Gorian and
David Lyrd in 1780 running up the river twenty leagues and depth four
leagues, Sally's son Nicolas owned the West portion of the farm.

She also sold property to negro named Frank (25 yrs. old)

Sally improved her farms.

Her dwelling house was on the upper half of what became lot no. ten
Fast Dover Twsp. Kent County her improvements extended to almost two
thirds of lot no. 11 fenced in a small orchard other farm lot 15
farmed by a negro. Perhaps this was the negro Sally sold to Cissney.
The Montours of Pennsylvania.

Council on Oct. 17, 1792 the Case of Sally Ainse.

John Willson took over Sally's account in Sept. 1783 and paid John
Askin 1256 it appears Sally was living or married to Willson at this
time.

Lord Dorchester.

The land was granted to the King on each side of the river. except the
tract of land which we had sold to our beloved sister Sally Ainse and
who has overpaid us.
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Phases of the Sally Ainse Dispute
By Louis Goulet

When the reader has weighéd Mr. W. G. McGeorge's unique paper on The Settlement
and Survey of the Thames in Kent he will have concluded that previous to the English
official colonization of the river about 1790 there were considerable pre-occupationns
This pre-occupation not only established the value of the Thames basin but involved
it in a leng and vexatious dispute of nearly a dozen years, which expresses the
fact, contrary to general acceptance, that the Indian woman under the Indian custom
possessed the privilege of holding land in the "frane aleu noble" or festived of the
French or in the "fee simpie” of the English. More than this the Indian Woman's
name, her deed of purchase for land bought on the 19th, September 1780 in its descrip-
tion of "one hundeed and fifty acres in depth" as well as the fact of its survey
being under the "brouillon" plan all point to the fact of French tenure and cursory
survey.

According to Mr. C. M, Burton's Detroit history previous to the fire in old Detroit
in 1805 Sally Ainse was registered as owner of the Fast 16 ft. of Tot 42 old Detroit
Survey. The deed referring to the Dover lands reads: "Registered a deed from
Teka-Megh-a sii and Me-gi-ri o-chi-pu-e Chiefs, 22 Auqust 1789 to Sarah Ainse,
witnessed by T. Williams, Justice of the Peace and dated 19th, September 1780 for a
tract of land on the north side of river a 1a Tranche beainning at the entrance of the
said river running hence up opposite the fork and one hundred and fifty acres in
depth bounded in front by said river A 1a Tranche - Registered by T. Williams in the
Detroit Register."

The consideration is placed at "80 New York currency in goods and a belt of
Wanipum, witnessed by Thomas Smith and dated 11th October, 1783." Enregistered in
the Register of Detroit Page 60-61 by William Montforton. - Recorded."

The petition of the ochiques at River 1a Tranche reads and was subscribed to as
folipws: "The Chief Augushavay and three others of the same nation doth hereby
declare that the Indians of River la Tranche when they sold their lands at River la
Tranched that they told Capt. McKee that there was a tract of land that they gave
their sister, Sally Ainse which they would not sell as she had always used them well
and 1ike-wise they gave Col. McKee a string of wampum and the said Col. McKee told
them that she was a good woman and received the wampum saying he would do all he
could and speak to the commandment officer about it, the was before the deed was
signed - as witness our hands in Detroit 13th day of July 1791 - Tuckinagosey,
Agushavay, Shunaduck, Warvisque, Maskewayo, Ketwetiskino, Nuango. The Indian chiefs
not knowing how to write have made their marks with totems in the presence of
(Sgd.) James Graham, Wm. Dugan."

With the names attached to the Land Roard petition and those to the deeds con-
cerned there are towards a dozen and half of chiefs connected with the dispute.
Meeting after meeting was held by the Detroit Land Board with Indian Agent McKee
and Deputy surveyor McNiff present. The Attorney General asks a series of questions
re Oriégénal 1ines of Ainse property, the woman appears at Navy Hall, Niagara, and
Gov. Simcoe writes in person, March 14th, 1792 that " the decision of the Lieutenant
Governor and Council of Upper Canada upon the claims of Sally Ainse referred tot
them, by special letter (I believe in May last) their decision has been favorable
to the claims of Mrs. Ainse and of the lands in dispute, legally entitled."

The complication is increased by Mrs. Ainse real estate transfer. Folio 607 of
the land reqgisters reads under date of 30th April, 1792 - "Appearing before the
Board J. Cissness produces a deed from Sally Ainse for lot 6, con. 1, N. side Ist
Twp. River 1a Tranche."

Enough is here recited to show the maohitude of the dispute amongst the officials
as wﬁ11 aﬁ between the Land Board on the one side and the executive and the Indians
on the other.



The existence of blacks on the River Thames goes back
to.the late 1700's and one of the first was a slave belonging
';iéf Sally Ainse and simply called Frank. Early records show
some blacks living on the north side of Chatham, then known as
the "Forks," and indicate that over the years the black contri-
buted immensely to the building and growth of this present
day City of Chatham. The remarkable life of Sally Ainse is
intertwined with the Montour family.fﬁhontour, a French nobleman
who settled in Canada in 1665, became the father of a son by an
Indiang woman in all probability a Huron, Andrew and two
daughters. This son of Montour grew up among those Hurons, who
at the time were in alliance with the French. In the year 1685,
while in the French service, he was wounded on Lake Champlain.
Subsequently, he deserted the French cause to live with the
upper nations of Indians. In 1708, Lord Cornbury, with the
assistance of Andrew Montour, succeeded in persuading 12 of
these western tribes including the Miami and the Hurons
to trade at Albany, New York, with the English. For his part
in alienating the upper nations from the French cause, young
Montour was killed in 1709, by the order of the Marquis de
Vandrovil, Governor of Canada. One of the daughters of Montour,
while living on the Susquehanna and the Ohio Rivers became a
noted interpreter and friend of the English. She became known as
Madame Montour.

Authorities on the Montour family are not always consistent,
but Madame Montour appears to have been born in Canada previous
to 1684, and about age 10, was captured by some Iroquois and
adopted by the Seneca's for at maturity, she married a Seneca
who took the name Roland Montour and by whom she bore 5
children: Andrew, Henry, Robert, Lewis and Margaret. After the
death of her husband Roland, Madame Montour married the noted
Oneida Chief, Carondowanen, also known as "Big Tree," who later
took the name Robert Hunter in honour of the Royal Governor of
the Province of New York. About 1729, this husband Robert,
was killed in a battle with the Catawba against whom he was
waging war.
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Madame Montour first appears in the official records of
a conference in Albany, New York, in 1711, between the delegates
of the Five Nations and Governor Hunter, while serving as inter-
preter. This was probably the occasion when her second husband
"Big Tree," adopted the name Robert Hunter The murder of her
brother, Andrew, was bitterly ré;na;ed by Madame Montour and she
employed her great influence among the Indians with such telling
effects against the interests of the French, that the French
Governor sought to entice her to remove to Canada, by an offer
of great compensation and valuable emoluments. All his efforts
were unsuccessful and finally in 1?19 he sent her sister to try
and prevail on her to forsake the pa&%e of her adoption and the
English cause, whereupon the Commissioner of Indian Affairs,
learning of the overtures of the French Governor and appreciated
Madame's valuable serivce and fearing the effect of her possible
defections, invited her to Albany. It wag_discovered that for
a year she had not received her pay, so b4 was agreed by the
Commissioner that she thereafter would receive a "man's pay"
and she was apparently satisfied.

In 1727, in Philadelphia, she acted as interpreter between
Lieutenant Governor Gordon and his Council on one hand and the
several chiefs and delegates of the Six Nations on the
other.

It was claimed that Madame Montour was a lady in both
manner and education and was very attractive in mind and body.

Her son, Andrew Montour, whose Indian name was Sattelihu,
was the person historians believe married Sally Ainse. However,
Andrew was apparently previously married to the grandddaughter
of a Delaware Chief, who lived near the Montours on the
Susquehanna and by this wife he had a son JOhn, born in 1744.

It would seem that other children were also born to this union,
with John being the youngest, because during the Revolutionary
War, JOhn was said to have had a brother, Checheas, living
among the Delawares, and Andrew, himself statedk$n1756, that

he had a daughter Madelina, living with the Delaware tribe. It
is believed John's mother died shortly after his birth. Since

A6
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John was born in 1744, Andrew could conceivably have married
Sally Aines as early as 1745, for in 1758, one of her daughters
was approaching womanhood. Since Sally stated she was married
at age 17 years, this would place her birth about the year 1728.

In the year 1748, Andrew began his career as an interpreter
for the State of Pennsylvania, although living in Ohio. He was
decidgly European in countenance plus he dressed in the European
manner, but he wore some paint on his face which was a part
of his Indian culture. He was fluent in English, French and
Indian languages, which fitted him for the job of interpreter.
The family lived among the Six Nations Tribes between the branches
of the Ohio River and Lake Erie. In 1750, Andrew was still
residing in Ohio, but a year later he was granted a commission
in Pennsylvania, which prompted him to remove to a place on
the Susquehanna River at the mouth of a stream called "Montour's
Run," in present day Perry County, Pennsylvania.

If Andrew and Sally married in 1745, it appears they
remained together for at least 10 years or so. They appear to
have had four children, for in 1756, after the Six Nations
Indians had a conference with the Governor at Philadelphia, those
in authority pu¥ Andrew Montour's children under his care, to be
independent of their mother. This must refer to Sally Ainse as
Andrew's previous wife had died in 1744, This arrangement would
naturally include JOhn, who became well known during the
Revolutionary War and Madelina, who was still with the Delawares.
Andrew travelled considerably and prayed that the government
would provide for his family during his frequent and extended
absences. Of the children Sally left or was forced to leave,
upon her separation from Andrew, at least one was raised by
Hannah Boyd in Pennsylvania. After her separation from Andrew,
history records Sally as living on the Mohawk River with the
Oneidas. This fact is supported by the fact that a son,
Nicholas Montour, was born to her on October 31, 1756, and was
baptised in the Dutch Church at Albany, New York. The parents
were given as Andrew and Sara Montour, this was the only child
to remain with Sally.
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The life Sally lived for the next few years was shrouded
in obscurity with but few exceptions . From the Oneidas she
recived a grant of land at Fort Stanwin, New York, probably not
long after it was built in 1758. The expensive lifestyle to which
Sally had become accustomed while living with Andrew did not abate
after the separtion, consequently, she was forced to her talents
and resources to become a trader in 1759. She appears again in
November, 1766, when John Porteous met her on the North shore of
Lake Erie with a boat and goods planning to winter at Long Point,
which indicates that she was extending her trading activities far to
the west of her home at Fort Stanwin.

When the REvolutionary War broke out many of th Oneidas remained
in New York, but Sally abandoned her possessions there and removed
to the Detroit, Michigan, area. The Governor of New York had
granted away most of the lands on the Mohawk River almost up to
the Fort, which created much jealousy and unrest among the Indians,
and Sally, probably realizing that she could not hold her land
against the encroaching whites made her move to Michigan.

After leaving New York, Sally appears only rarely under the
name of Montour, although his son Nicholas, retained the name
Montour. She is now know as Sally Ainse or Hance, usually
Ainse, as all the legal documents (petitions) use the name Ainse.
Being a trader, she happened to be at Mackinac when the well known
Indian interpreter Joseph Ainse, was living there in 1774, and
some have supposed she either lived with or married him. However,
this is highly unlikely since Joseph Ainse married Therese Bondy
of Detroit a year later. It is commonly known that Indian women
went by their maiden names after marriage, as was the case of
Madame Montour. Now as a trader on her own with a son to rear,
Sally told people her name was Ainse or Hance. Hance was a common
name among the Indians of the Five Nations. Since Sally could not
write, she could have accepted their spelling of her name as Ainse.
This appears to be the reason why Sally is referred to at times
as Sally Ainse, alias Hance, Hands and Ans.

It was not until 1778, that Sally bought a house and lot in
Fort Pontchartrain at Detroit, for which she paid 120 pounds (L120)
in New York currency. The name Sally Ainse, appears in the census
of Detroit taken in 1779. 1In this census, she is described as
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having one male and three female slaves. This is the association
this book has with Sally Ainse since it is known that she brought
some slaves with heerto her property on the North side of the
Riviere La Tranche (now known as the Thames River) in Dover
Township and the property in question ran from Lake St. Clair to
the Forks (Chatham).

The Chatham Land Registry Office has on file an ownership
registration dated June 29, 1794, which shows the Grantor of
the land.as being the Crown, the grantee as being Sally Ainse.

The lots number from 9 to 16 on Concession One of the Township of
Dover East. Each of the said lots contained 200 acres. This means
Sally owned 1,600 acres of ppoperty in Dover Township in 1794.

o Sally, when trading at the Moravian settlement in 1785, told
one of the Indians that she owned land on the eastern side of

Lake St. Clairvc She was referring to the land she acquired from
the Chippewas in 1780. This is confirmed by another Indian deed

of 1783. She made payments amounting to 500 pounds (£500) New York
currency in 1788, to complete the purchase, she gave the Indians
150 pounds (£150) in horses, guns, rum and cider.

In the year 1787, Sally sold her property at Detroit to Grubb
and Dowles, boat builders. This appears to be the time she settled
on the Thames River. Sally chose Lot 15 to build her house - it
was a beauvtiful spot with willow trees, located on a hill overlooking
the river. The property is presently owned by King Grain Experi-
mental Farms.

(PRINT SOME PETITIONS AT THIS POINT)

The house in which Sally lived was given to Joseph Szucks
and his wife and with the help of neighbours,:théy tore down the
cottage&board by board, and removed it to their property on
Lot 18, Concession 6, Déver East on the Rivard Drain. The sight
on which the Szucks chose to rebuild the cottage is located near
an old cemetary, on a hill with the house in the valley and the
stream behind it. Mr. Joseph Peel, during an interview just before
he died, confirmed my belief that this was the home of Sally Ainse.
He himself, was born in the house and lived there many years. The
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present structure contains some changes but he stated that the
changes were:built around the original structure. When we visited
the cottage, we took notes of the original markings on the floor
boards and the wall markings which I didn't totally understand,
but which made me feel as though I was truly seeing some of our
great historical past. The hands of the slave called Frank could
have possibly helped build this humble home of Sally and Nicholas.
Frank the slave later sold to Joseph Cissney, had his hut on another
one of the lots owned by Sally. The number of slaves who came to
this area with Sally cannot be confirmed but she must have brought
more than Frank, because where she settled and planted an orchard,
along with other improvements, leads one to b elieve she brought
the slaves she owned in the Detroit area to her new home.

When the British government purchased land from the Indians
in the spring of 1790, most of theiterritory/they acquired
comprised the present day counties of Essex and Kent with total
disregard for previous Indian grans along the Thames River.
However, while the negotiations for the purchase were going on,
Sally was assured by her friends, the negotiating chiefs, that her
land would not be included in the sale to the government.

This was the beginning of Sally's problems and initiated several
years of petitions to the Land Board all of which bore her claim
to the 1,600 acres in Dover Township.

After reading the original documents and letters in the
Simcoe papers, it would appear some similar petitions seem to have
been handled fairly, while apparently depending on the agent,
others were ignored.

Sometime previous to 1790, several persons had settled on
Sally's property without her authority. Despite the petitions
and the fact that the matter had been referred to Lieutenant-
Governor Simcoe, The Land Board proceeded to dispose of the lots
claimed by Sally. Upper Canada Land Petition Records sho that the
other lots on the Thames River were granted to James Donaldson,
Thomas Smith, John Dodamide, George Cope, Isaac Dolsen and
Andrew Hamilton.



The lake Indians held Sally Aines in high esteem and in
1795, Joseph Brant, the great Mohawk Chief, received notification
from these Indians that she (Sally) had been authorized to receive
any and all messages from him on their behalf in their absence.
Brant referred to Sally as his personal friend and begged his
people to hold fast to the King & British during these troubled
times. He further directed his people to communicate only through
Sally Aines, it being unsafe to carry on correspondence except
through people of their own colour. Brant became involved in the
Ainse property dispute with the government and his letters
(Simcoe papers) indicate that both he and Sally seemed to lack
confidence in Colonel McKee.

While Lieutenant-Governor Simcoe seemed to have been sincere
in his efforts to uphold justice, the opposition of persons
interested in acquiring the lands was too powerful an adversary.
In 1791, Joseph Brant wrote a most fascinating note to Reverend
Samuel Kirkland, wherein he states: "It has b een my constant
study since the peace between Great Britain and the United States
to unite the Indians together, and make such a peace between all
parties, as would remove all prejudices and enable us to sit
quietly down on our seats free from apprehensions and jealousy,
and if not become more respectable at least, not become more
contemptable.”

This reasoning and desire for Indian respectability must be
what prompted Brant to continue his efforts to help Sally Ainse
regain her property. In one of his letters to the Surveyor General
D. W. Smith, he wrote:

"You very well know that Sally Ainse's land was

her right before the purchase was made by the

government, and the land board cut it in pieces after

the purchase. Since it has been promised in the

presence of the Five Nations several times to be

restored to her and is not restored yet, notwithstanding,



29
(8)

I really must confess that I begin to think it

too hard to see our friends, the English, so very strict
about Indian lands. It grieves me to observe that it
seems natural to whites to look on lands in the
possession of Indians with an aching heart, and

never to rest till they have planned them out of them."

Sally Ainse never really gave up hope of regaining her property
but many unfortunate things beset her such as the loss of one of
her most influential allies in the person of Lord Simcoe, who
returned to England in 1796, to never again return to Canada;
also the land on which the people lived was steadily being
improved by them, making it a hard decision, for those in authority
to uproot them. Nicholas, her son, appears to have
moved west as a fur trader about 1779, even though she had given
him a portion of her land on the Thames River. He became a partner
in the North West Company and lived most of this time in Saskatchewan.
In 1792, he retired with a large fortune and moved near Three
Rivers in Lower Canada, where he married Genevieve Wills and
lived in luxury. To this union, three daughters were born, Julie,
Caroline and Melinda. Nicholas died some 15 years before his
Mother and 24 years prior to his wife to whom he left a large
fortune. Nicholas was buried at Three Rivers in the Protestant
Cemetary.

As near as we can figure, Sally moved from her home on the
Thames River in 1809, to Fort Malden which later became the town
of Amherstburg, where she died about 1823. This saga of trader
Sally Ainse came to a close in an interview with Amherstburg
historian, Alvin McCurdy. He related to me the story of Sally
Ainse, a Loyalist, Indian woman, who was buried in the old
Catholic cemetary. While excavating basements and foundations
for new homes in this cemetary area, apparently contractors ex-
tended a bit too far resulting in the desecration of several
graves, one of which differed from the others.

An area historian of note, George McDonald, was called to
Amherstburg from Windsor to investigate this peculiarity, and
it was concluded that the grave in question was the final resting
place of Sally Ainse. Buried with her was her canoe, along with
several other Indian artifacts.



Sally Ainse died leaving no kindred in Upper Canada and
one Richard Pattison assumed control of her affairs. Following
Pattinson's death, letters of admiinistration for the Estate
of Sarah (Sally) Aines were granted to Geroge Jacobs and James
Gordon, executors for the Richard Pattinson Estate on May 10, 1824,



