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By Fred Coyne Hamil

B peaceful fields ‘and busy

life of the modern Canadian
' countryside give no hint of the
romantic and sometimes tragic
history which lies behind, There
js a fertile field for the local

historian in the past of individ-
ual farms, whose stories can be

intensely interesting. Such is lot
seven on the Thames River in
,Bast Dover Township, County of
Kent, which was purchased near-
ly a ,century and a half ago
with a Negro slave named
Josiah Cutten. As a result of that
transaction Cutten passed to a
new master and committed an
offense for which he died on the
gallows at Sandwich. He gained
the unenviable distinction of be-
ing the first person legally ex-
ecuted in Upper Canada.

The story of this farm begins

. in 1780 when the merchant-spec-

ulators in Detroit began to buy
lands on the River Thames (then
called La Tranche), The end of
the American Revolutionary War
was In sight, the result foreseen,
and the speculators hoped to se-
cure legitimate title when the

Crown should be forced to ac-
quire territory for the settlement
of the loyalists, It was still In-
dian land, and for the present

the speculators had to be con-.

tent with  deeds of doubtful
validity obtained from the chiefs
for ayfew guns, liquor and other
trading goods. The-Jirst to take
action was the redoubtable Sally
Ainse, well-known trader and
one-time Indian wife of the

Pennsylvania interpreter, Andrew -

Montdur. In the year 1780 she
acquired by deed from the Chip-
pewa chiefs the horth bank of
the River Thames from Lake St

Clair to the Forks, where the City |

of Chatham now stands. The re-
mainder of the river banks was
soon bought by other speculators,

and then they began to buy and .
sell among themselves, and to |

loyalists who grew tired of
waiting for government action
A considerable traffic in Indian
deeds developed, growing in vol-
ume towards the end of the
decade. Sally Ainse sold several
portions of her estate, most of
them after 1786, when it was
apparent that the Government
would soon have to make pro-
vision there for the loyalists
who were Iimpatiently waiting
at Detroit for free grants of
land.

One of those who bought from
Sally about 1786 was William
Brown, & merchant of Detroit,
In April of 1787 he resold to Ayp-
thur McCormick, assistant store-
keeper in the Indian Depart.
ment, “a lot,of land situated on

J:T._f,the River~14" Tranche ronsisting.

.1 before the first
‘vmade by the Land Board,

Slave Exchangéd' For D%ﬁft— _F*arm
Later Dies On Sandwich Gallowss

of nine arpents (or acres) in
. front and 150 arpents in depth,
bounded on the east hy Sally
Montour, and on the west by

A

0
18
s
b

Nicolas Montour,” The purchase »2

price wag rum, to the value of 4

one hundred pounds New York
eurrency.

Two years later Sally sold the
land west of McCormick, which
had belonged to her son Nicolas
Montour, to Joseph Cissney, of
the River Rouge near Detroit.
This farm wag twelve acres in
front, and for it she received two
hundred pounds. At the same
time she sold to Cissney one of
her slaves, “a Negro.man named
: Frank, about twenty-five years
old.”

When the river front was sur-
" veyed in the spring of 1791, after
2 the Government purchase the

previous year, the farms of Me-
i Clormick and Cissney were found

to fall within lot seven, in Dover
X Wast Townghip. In March, 1791,
grants were
Me-
1t Cormick sold his farm Lo Thomas
VDuggan, storekeeper in the In-
fsdian  Department at Detroit,
. Duggan and Cissney both peti-
f tioned for lot seven, hut Duggan
y Teceived a certificate for il in
., 1793. Clgsney was told that Sally
“had no right to sell any land as
’ the crown did not recognize In-
1 dian deeds, and he was to, look
- to her for his money, Sally was
“ much perturbed hecause she only
received a certificate for lot ten,
on which she lived and had made
large improvements, and those
who had purchased from her now
¢ wanted their money back. She
- told the bhoard that Cissney’s
property, now part of lot seven,
had six acres of cleared land
, fenced in, on which was a good
country house, with a cellar and
a stable.
on the farm and had permitted
the house to go to ruin and sev-
eral apple trees had bheen dug
“ up and carrvied off.
I The payment made in 1781 by
Thomas Duggan for his farm
was a certain Negro slave nam-
1 ed Josiah Cutten, then 28 years

of age. This slave had a tragic
« history. Several documents in
the John Askin Papers (edited
7 by M. M, Quaife) and in William
| R. Riddell’s Michigan Under Brit-
¢ ish Rule (Lansing, 1926), tell
part of his story. He appears
first in February, 1785, as the
object of a gale made by Elijah
Cooper, a farmer and shoemaker
near Boston, to John Turner,
merchant of Montreal. The pur-
chase price was 130 dollars and
one gray horse, Cooper gave
} Turner $31 to be paid to the
! Negro from time to time, and
t this was eventually done. Turner

kept Cutten for a

then sold him to another mer-
; chant of Montreal named David
; Rankin, for about $200. Later

Cutten was brought to Detroit,

where in 1787 he was sold by
. William St. Clair and Company
to Thomas Duggan for 120

Cissney had never lived .

month and ¢

b
b
i
il]
1
i
¢
i
it
i
o«
nl

‘80 much more
& alarming to society as it ls com-

polinds, New York currency.

Duggan had him about four years ,

hefore exchanging him for the .

farm on the Thames.

In the .fall of 1791, a few *

months after Arthur McCormick I.
received him, Cutten was arrest-'©

ed and imprisoned in Detroit for 5

having broken into the shop of .1.

certain articles. A year later
he was tried at Sandwich and

1

Joseph Campau, where he stole “f
I

$

convicted of burglary, which was

then ene of the erimes punishable
by death. Tn passing sentence
.fﬁdge Powell exprezsed the opin-
jon of that day: “This erime is
atrocious and

L

mitted by night when the world I

is at repose, and that it ecannot
be_ guarded against without the
same precautions which are used

against the wild beasts of the’

forest, who, like you, go prowl=
ing about by night for their prey,

A member so hurtful to the peace

of society no good laws will per-
mit to continue in it.” Cutten

was sentenced to be hanged and :

was the first in Upper Canada !

to pay this penalty. He died as
a slave at the very Lime that -
slavery was being legislated

against in the province.

The farrh for which Josiah
Culten was given in payment
was  transferred a few weeks

fter his death on the gallows to
William Shaw and Hugh Holmes
who may have been living there
before that time. About 1798
Holmes moved to the upper part
of Harwich and Shaw to Camden,
James Urquhart, a merchant of

Assumption, acquired the Dover

farm, where he kept a store. He
died in 1803, leaving a request.
that he be buried in the centre
of his garden “withoul parade,

’,1}..\' attended only hy a dozen of se-

=

Thursday.

& Oldest Negrc
' -%wr D_ies

PHILADELFPHIA,' Oct. 28—(AP) |
Mossell,

lect persons,” and that a sum be
appropriated from his estate for
the purpose
grave, The executors of his will

i, were Hugh Holmes and Alexan-

der Duff, of Malden. In 1804 a
patent for lot seven was: issued
to them.

= Dr. Nathan Francis

of pailing in his'

aaid by associates to be the oldest
practicing Negro physician in the

country, died

) vesterday at iz
home. He was 90. 4 A
A native of Hamilton, Ont., Dr, ]

Mossell, an uncle of Paul Robeson
eame to the United States in 1865,

He was'a founder of the Frederick
Donglass Memorial Hospital and
Nurses in
1895 and served as its superinten-
dent and medical director for 47

Training School for

years. He was a founder of the
Philadelphia branch, National Asl:
sociation for the Advancement of
Colored People and co-founder of

the Philadelphia Academy of Med- !
. decine and Allied Scienrzes::r 1 ik

Funeral services will be held

£
§¥s
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SALLY AINSE

_ In the early days of Michigan the vocation of trading
with the Indians was not confined to the male sex. Western
Michigan had its Madame La Framboise and in the vicinity of
Detroit we find Sally Ainse.

Her name is variously recorded as Sally Ainse, Sarah
Ainse, Sarah Wilson and Sally (Sarah) Montour. The name
is also spelled Monture. Heckwelder’s journal gives her name
as Sallv Hand. ¢

The dates of her birth and marriage seem not to have
‘been recorded. She married Andrew Montour, Interpreter
for the Crown, at the early age of seventeen years and after
living with him for some years and bearing him several child-
ren, the couple separated, Sally being left with her relatives,
the Oneidas, living along the Mohawk River. This was in
1756, the year her youngest child was born. However Mon-
tour induced the governor of Pennsylvania to provide for the
children. The youngest appears to have been Sally’s favorite
as she kept him with her. He was baptized Nicholas Montour
in the Dutch church at Albany.

Sally first operated as a trader along the Mohawk, but
in the autumn of 1766 we find her at Long Point on Lake
Erie with a boatload of trade goods. Here she proposed to
spend the winter.

But the following spring we find her at Michilimackinac.
Here she lived for a time with another trrder named William
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Maxwell. She continued to trade in that region until 1774,
when she moved to Detroit.

In 1780 she purchased from the Chippewas an enormous
tract of land,—the whole north bank of the Thames River
from Lake St. Clair to the Forks (site of the present city of
Chatham), and 150 acres in depth. From that date she was
a thorn in the side of the Land Board.

In 1787 she sold her home in Detroit and established her-
self on the Thames with her negro slaves. Frobably thinking
to strengthen her claim, in 1789 she petitioned for lands:
“Your petitioner was brought up on the Susquehanna River.
At seventeen years of age she married Andrew Montour, In-
terpreter for the Crown, by whom she had several children
who are now living. Her husband, a few years after, left her
with her relations, the Oneidas, living on the Mohawk River,
and being a little accustomed to civilized ways of living, your
petitioner requested of the said nation to give her the portion
of land she was entitled to in order to improve upon it in the
manner of white people. The nation in consequence hada coun-
cil and granted to your petitioner six miles {rcm ezch basticn
of Fort Stannix by deed signed and delivered. From her at-
tachment to the British government she abandoned her pos-
sessions at Fort Stannix ard czme irto this district.”

The following year the Thames valley was surveyed by
Patrick Me Niff and divided into lots of 200 acres each. At
that time there were 28 houses below Chatham. Sally’s house
" was on the upper half of Lot 10 and her improvements, con-
sisting of a fenced plain and a small apple orchard, extended
across two-thirds of Lot 11. Also she had a farm on Lot 15,
part of it tilled by one of her negro slaves.

She had sold a farm on Lot 7 to Joseph Cissney, but the
latter had never lived on it and the house fell into disrepair
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and the apple trees had been dug up and carried away by the
settlers. The Land Board granted this lot to Thomas Duggan
and told Cissney that he would have to look to Sally for a
settlement, as she had no right to sell the land.

The Board refused to consider Sally’s claim beyond the
customary grant of a single lot. But she was tenacious and
maintained that she was an Indian and that there was no law
against the conveyance of land among the Indians and that
her case was different. However, she agreed to compromise by
accepting only eight lots in the center of the tewrship front.

Undoubtedly Sally’s claim, based on purchase from the
Indians, previous to the survey, was as good a title as could
have been obtained at that time. Yet it was beyond all reason
that one Indian woman should possess such an enormous tract.

In the meantime several of her farms had been sold to
various settlers.

The Land Board proposed to refer her ¢laim to Lieutenant
Governor Simcoe for instructions, in the meantime giving her
only Lot 10. But Sally had a friend in Simcoe and she suec-
ceeded in getting him and the council to pass a reszolution
granting her the eight lots. '

Colonel Richard England, then Commandant at Detroit,
and head of the Land Board, protested, and at his suggestion
Simcoe consented to let the Board try to find a solution. The
Board took refuge in proerastination and did nothing. In 1793
Sally again went to Newark to see Simeoe and succeeded in
arousing his sympathy. The Board then agreed to give her
eight lots elsewhere,—probably in back concessions, since all
the good lands were now assigned.

Continued procrastination eventually saved the day for the
Land Board. In 1798, after Simcoe had left Canada, the coun-
cil decided that she had no claim to the lands in dispute.




Today, descendents of Sally Montour live near Thames-
ville and on the Reserve near Brantford, Ontario. They are
all substantial citizens and are highly respected in their com-
munities.

THE BOOK SHELF

The Texas Memorial Museum, 24th Street and Trinity,
Austin 5, Texas, has recently announced publication of an im-
portant new reference work on early man: ‘‘Early Man in Am-
erica’” by E. H. Sellards. This publication of 211 pages con-
tains about 50 pages of illustrations, including 156 natural
size drawings and photographs of distinetive projectile points
and other artifacts, and 8 full pages of restorations of large
mammals that formerly lived in America. A few of the arti-
facts, included to indicate geographic distribution, are surface
finds. All others were obtained from proven localities, some
by the author and associates and some found and previously
jllustrated by others. The geographic distribution, age and
probable indigenous origin in America of some of the early
human cultural developments are discussed. A distinctive fea-
ture of the book is a finding list of localities arranged by
states and counties, including refererces to the most pertinent
literature. Two maps are included showing some important
localities in North and South America. Postpaid price $4.00
from the museum.

“Digging up the Past’’ by Sir Leonard Woolley, relates
some of his experiences during his long work as an archaeo-
logist in the Near East and Britain. He tells of the methods
used to locate and excavate sites, how materials are handled
and stresses the way modern science assists the archaeologist.
A very readable account, and well worth the modest price of
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50¢ in the paper ‘‘Pelican Book” edition available from the
book department of the J. L. Hudson Company.

An excellent little handbook, “‘Custer Battlefield National
Monument, Montana’’, catalogue number 1 99.58:1/2 may be
obtained from the Superintendent of Documents, Government
Printing Office, Washington. D. C. for 20¢. The 35 pages
contain a great deal of highly condensed information together
with several pictures of the battlefield and the events that
took place there.

Life Magazine for April 27, 1953, contains a v.ery inter-
esting article regarding the discovery of a burial tomb within
the pyramid base of the ‘‘Temple of Inscriptions” at Palenque,
Mexico. This is the first discovery of such a burial chamber
within a pyramid, in the New World, and is certainly very
similar to the Egyptain pyramids. I would advise anyone
interested in Mexican archaeology to read this article.

Our subscription to ‘‘Arizona Highways’” is continuir g
through the kindness of our Wayne member, Mrs. Pryor.
Many of the issues contain excellent material on southwestern
Indians with many beautiful pictures. All members are urged
to make use of this fine gift.

WITCHES ARE AT IT AGAIN

According to James D. Tinline, witches are still haunting
the Delawares on the Moravian Rererve, near Thamesville,
Canada. '

A couple of years ago Mr. Tinline reported that Ed Huff,
(Delaware), of that region, had been a vietim. But after Huff
had passed to his reward it was believed that the supernat-
ural manifestations had ceased.

Not that Huff had actually seen the witches, but he heard
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their voices constantly in spite of the anti-witch powders sup-
plied by the local medicine man. These powders Huft obtained
from time to time, with ever increasing potency, the medicine
man increasing his prices correspondingly. ’

But the woman who is bewitching the Delawares at the
present time is a very real individual,—not to be compared
with the wraiths which pestered Huft.

Quoting Mr. Tinline: “‘I am told a new witch has arisen
in Moraﬂa,ntown,-—in fact I have positive proof of her powers.
Some time ago she visited a family in the evening and when
leaving, circled the house once. Within a few minutes after
she left, one of the children complained of a pain in its ear.
In the morning when the child -was taken to the doctor, a
very large wood-tick was found on the eardrum and infection
set in afterward. This, I am told, is positive proof of her
powers and several people on the Reserve are absolutely cer-
tain that she is a much-to-be-feared witch. . They have sus-
pected her of other similar deeds but consider this particular
" one to be absolute proof. You may draw your own conclu-
sions!”’

A human skull and some bones were found Tuesday morn-
ing, (Nov.25,1952) during an excavation on the property of the
Ethyl Corp., at 1600 E. Eight Mile, Ferndale.

The bones, exposed by a steam shovel digging a pit for
waste chemicals, were found about three feet underground.
Police did not link the bones to any erime, but theorized they
‘may be the remains of Indians which have been found in the
area before.

Coroner S. M. Lewis is conducting a further examination.

The Detroit Free Press, Nov. 26, 1952
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SOUTHWESTERN ONTARTIO

The story of the early settlement in Chatham,
Ontario, then known as "The Forks" is a very interesting
one, James Soutars Directory of 1842, records the
population as being 100 persons in the year 1830.

The year 1840, saw the population as being 759 persons,
with at least one=third of this number being Black.

Many Black businesses and organizations had been located
in the ar?a before Chatham was incorporated as a town

in the year 1855.

One person who was a very early settler along
the Thames River, Dover side, was a woman called Sally
or Sarah Ainse. Sally was born as near as we can figure,
in 1728, in the Pennsylvania area,

A BRIEF ON SALLY AINSE'S BACKGROUND

Apparently a French nobleman named Montour,
gsettled in Canada in 1665, where, by an Indian woman he
became the father of a son and two daughters. OUne of the
two daughters of this union, born in 1684, moved to Ohio and
became a noted Indian interpreter and friend of the English
and became known as Madame Montour., Madame Montour married
a Seneca Indian, who took on the name of Roland Montour,

after his marriage and by whom she had 5 children; 4 boys
and 1 girl, Roland died and Madame Montour married her
e

second husband, Robert Hunter, an Oneida Chief, named Big
Pree (an Indian name), She still retained the Montour

surname., Robert was killed in New York in a battle with
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the Catawba. Madame Montour first appeared as an inter=-
preter in Albany, New York in 1711; she used her influence
among the Indians against the French, as years prior,

her brother Andrew, had been murdered by the Marquis de
Vaudreuil, then Governor of Canada. Madame Montour became
bitter toward the French, even though her father was a
French nobleman, In the year 1727, Madame Montour was
acting as an interpreter in Philadelphia at a conference
between Governor Gordon and his Council and several Indian
chiefs,

It is claimed that Madame Montour was a lady in
manner and education with an attractive mind and body.

The government showed great loyalty to the family of
Madame Montour even to granting large tracts of land to
two of her sons, Andrew and Henry, The site was on the
Susquehanna River, at the mouth of the Loyalsock Creek
where Montourville, Lycoming County, Pennsylvania is
now located. It was sometimes called Frenchtown,

Andrew Montour, whose Indian name was Satteliku,
the son of Madame Montour, probably was born a few years
prior to Sally Ainse., Sally and Andrew married and had
3 children, 2 girls and 1 son, The 8irls, Polly and
a second daughter, unnamed, were raiséd by Hannah Boyd |
of Pennsulvania, The son, Nicolas stayed with his mother
Sally, and he was baptized at Albany, New York in a Dutech
colony church in the year 1756, Andrew and Sally

separated and went their separate ways, he becoming a

O
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very influential interpreter with such growing power and
influence that the management of Indian Affairs of Penn-
sylvania were sometimes seriously embarrassed., In 1762,
he was the King's interpreter to the United Nations,
Andrew worked on many important Government treaties and
was regarded as a man of great wealth.

The Montour influence on Sally certainly helped
produce a very strong resourceful woman.

ARRIVAL ON "LA TRANCHE"

Can one invigion a woman coming into the Detroit
and Chatham area in the 1780's with a son and thus acquiring
property, working as a fur trader? The Detroit census
of 1775 shows Sally trading cider and other things to
the Indians == taking furs in return. The census of
Detroit in 1779, shows Sally owning one male slave,

%3 female slaves, % cows and 4 horses. During this time,
Sally was in contact with the Indian Chiefs of the area,
one being Joseph Brant. They traded information about
the area and had thus developed a very close relationship.

The Township of Dover East, showed Sglly Ainse
receiving from the Crown, eight lots along the Thames

River. ZEach of these lots contained 200 acres, the year

being 1794 This seems like a lot of land for one to
be allotted in those days, but this is registered at the
Land Registry office in Chatham, One historian reports

these lands were granted to our beloved sister in 1780,

from the Chippeéa tribe simply stating from the mouth
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of the La Tranche (Thames River) to the Forks (Chatham).
The payment for this land was 500 lbs. in New York currency
and to complete the deal, Sally gave the Indians 500 horses,
guns and rum cider. Shortly before this transaction, it
is reported Sally gsold some of her Detroit property to
Grubb and Dowler, boat builders , and moved north.

Sally Ainse settled on Lot 15, Concession 6 of
Dover East, along the Thames. I visited the area recently
and found it a beautiful spot with willow trees located
on a hill overlooking tiie river.

The King Grain Experimental Farm now owns this
property. Morris King now lives a short distance from
the spot where Sally lived -- his brother Paul and father,
Napoleon King, founder of King Grain all live on the
property, The house in which Sally lived was given to
Joseph Szucks and his wife, and with the help of neighbours,
they tore down the cottage board by board and removed it
to their property nearby Lot 18, Concession 6, Dover East,
to a beautiful spot on the Rivard Drain. The site the
Szucks chose to rebuild the house board by board seemed
very appropriate, located near an old cemetary on a hill
with the cottage in the valley and the stream behind it.
The floor still has the markings where the boards were
joined, Visiting the cottage makes one feel they lived
during the Sally Ainse era. Her son liicolas moved from
the area, and worked as a fur trader and clerk for the
Frobisher Company and made his fortune. He married

Genevieve Wills and to this union 3 daughters were born--
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Julie, Caroline and Melinda. Nicolas lived in luxury and
died before his mother Sally in the year 1808, August 5.
His wife lived until 183%2 and is buried at Three Rivers.
The farms Sally owned along the Thames were cultivated,
her resident farm contained an orchard. She continually
worked to improve her farms. One farm was sold to a
Negro named Frank, who was about 25 years old. Unfortunately,
the government chose to discredit Sally's claim to the
properties and a battle of many years ensued which Sally
fought nobly. It. Governor John Graves Simcoe was sympa-
thetic and tried to help Mrs. Ainse retain her property
along with many Indian chiefs who looked on her as:.a
sister.

The loss of her property with the exception of
a lot or two prompted Joseph Brant to state (verbatim)
"It grieves me to observe that it seems natural to whites
to look on lands in the possession of Indians with an
aching heart, and never to rest till they have planned
them out to them." (Author's note: "them" meaning whites)

Sally Ainse died in Amherstburg, Ontario in the
year 1823%, at nearly 95 years of age. The appearance
of the slaves on the Thames with Mrs. Ainse and the
Negro to whom property was sold has prompted my researching
this lady who was an early settler along the Thames River.
She was the first person to whom a grant of land was made
in Kent County.

ANOTHER PIONEER

Another person was Dr. Sophia JOnes, a pioneer in
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in medicine. Sophiz comes from a ricua background.
Charles, her Creat-grandfather came over to the United
States on a slave snip in the 1700's from Africa. Allen
Jones, the son of Charles was also a slave in North
Carolina., Allen was a Rlacksm!th and wanted his children
to be educated. In the year 1329, after working for the
master by day and for himself at night, raised enough
money to buy the freedom of his wife, himself, and his
father, Charles., The sum he paid for his father was
£350.00 and not knowing what he paid for his family,

one can only imagine he must have had to have saved
upward of $2,000.00 for their freedom.

The first stop was Cberlin, Chio, where the
children received an education. Janes lonroe Jones,
the son of Allen Jones and father of Sophia received
hig "aster of aArts Degree, and taught school for a number
of yeare, but was better known as a gunsmith,

James Jones married Emily Francis after settling
in Chatham, Canada West, on liead Street, which is now
Grand Avenue, Emily and James had 4 daughters and 1
son, Sophia, the eecond child wes born in 1857 at
Chatham-on-Thames. She entered the University of Toronto
in 1879, and wanted to study medicine, but this was not
allowed women at that time. She, therefore, taught school
a year or two in Canada and then went to the United States
where she studied medicine at the University of Michigah,
graduating in 1885. She started the first nurse-training
class at Spelman College, Atlanta, Georgia, and practiced

‘medicine in St. Louis and other cities. At Wilberforce,
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she became Resident Thysician. Thence, she went to
I'nhiladelphia and then Kansas City, where her health

began to fail, and with her brothers and sisters, she
migrated to California. I[ere she lived for fifteen
years. She gave her life practically to the care of
others and the teaching of hygiene. On the last morning
she said: "I was in hopes that I should awake in another
country this morning.”

THE LADIES UNION AIDE SOCIETY
Crganigzed May 13, 1878
The Charter Members of the Ladies Union Alde

Society were: Adaline Laurence, president; Annie Kussell,
Vice President; Eligzabeth Griffin, Chaplain; Deborah
Preerman, Treasurer; Isabella Lawrence, Secretary; Members =
Maria Farris, Cynthia Randell and HMary Carter.

This Cociety hesd a constitution in its early
years and I found it~gimiler to the Roberts Rules of
Crder for wunning tieir meetings, but the additional
articles in the constitution state the benevolent nature
of the organization. The fee for joining wes $£1.00 and
monthly dues were 50 cents until the year 1919, when
the constitution was revised and the dues were ralsed.
The officers at that time were: Sarah A. Perry, rresident;
Angeline Butler, Vice President; Emma Jackson, Chaplain;
Almyra Jackson, Treasurer; lMary E. #Miller, Secretary;
Isabella Jackson, Financial Secretary; Eligabeth McCatnern,
Assistant Secretary, and by tnis time the organization
had 3 trustees as well. I have in my possession one of
the Official Badges of the organization and the bar at
the top depicting helping hands, signifying the true
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purpose of the organization. The official minutes of
this organization reflect that monies collected were
used to help the sick and bereaved families of tue area .

The minute books and personal interviews revealed
a story which amazed me. This group was made up of
ladies from Chatham and Shrewsbury. They were non-
denominational but all meetings were opened by devotions
and closed with prayer. This was a help-conscious
organization who realized they were their brother's
keeper and did something more tangible than lip service
to those who were in need of assistance.

The group seems to have disbanded in the year
1961, Most, if not all members mentioned nad pessed on
to their rewards. Some members that I knew perscnally
in tne organigation in its later years were: Mrs. Dolly
Williams, Mrs. Ella Cooper, Mrs. Mae Rhan, !Mrs. C. Cassey,
Mrs. “eatrice Harris, Vrs. Lillie F. Jones, lMrs. Kinnie
MeGarlend, !'rs. Jane Grosse, lMrs. Elizabeth Srown, lirs.
Maggie VanDusen, Mrs. Annie ‘larris, Frs. M. Muppagsy F“rs.
Ella Cooper's daughter, Pauline, has supplied us witu
minute books, badge and constitution wiich helped greatly
in writing about the Ladies Union Aide Society which was,
I em sure, a useful, concerned group of women who served
Chatham and surrounding areas with commendable dedication
from 1878 until 1961.

A CONTEMPCRARY HISTORIAN

A contemporary of mine was Arlie Clare Robbins,
a beautiful lady. Arlie was born December 20, 1922,
deughter of Arnold and Mattie Watts, ©She attended Chatham

| o8
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Collegiate Institute, in Chatham and S. 5. # 13, Raleigh
Township. On April 24, 1942, Arlie married James TLaverne
Robbins and to this union 3 children were born, Constance,
James and Matthew.

Arlie seemed always to be a2 community minded person
and in the 1935 era, she sang in a guartet with Vivian
Robbing Chavis and Marion Robbins Bowdes, who later becaue
her sisters-in-law, and a cousin, Marjorie lewis Johnson.
This group travelled around to many places in Ontario,
ineluding Toronto, to share their musical talents. Sone
years later, Marion and Marjorie married and left Buxton.
Arlie sang in a trio with two sisters-in-law, Vivian as
mentioned above, and Yvonne Shreve Robbins. The whole
community would look forward to hearing them at the famed
Club Tahiti, when local talent made up the entertainment
of the hour, Arlie was also an artist, poet, historian
and genealogist., The painting which Arlie did of the
Lord's Supper still hangs in the B. ™. E. Church, North
Buxton. .

Her love of nistory is wnat she and I shared for
many years. !er efforts to preserve the history of tie
Blacks in Zent County, Ontario, and area was recognized
by the Canadian Government with tne awarding of the
"Centennial Medal™ in "recognition of Valuable Service
to the nation™ in 1968,

In 1983, Arlie wrote and published "Legacy to
Fuxton" in an effort to share the information she had

researched with others.
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to the lund. 45 she did not now clwuinm 411 she had bought, but " would be
sotisficd with three hundrcc wcrcs in front, beginning ot the Forks
running westuward, @ thirty-throe wnd cne-third wereos in depth; but
with lcave to scttlc on it such peeple as urc worthy. ' She declurcd
thot her motives werc not for the suizc of lucrc, she Gisplscth hi

idea, but rmerely for the purposv of scttling hersolf maongst her friencs

whom she .o to divide the suid lond, end puss the reacinder of her
Jifes v

Selly's next petition, duted hiny 6, 1791, wus sodresscd to the Lund
Bourd for the District of Hesgst. she swid she " wus the first that
cvor scttled on the Aforeseic lunds before uny white pocple cver thought
to sotilc there, thinking to huve it for hersclf cnd frionds whd Welrc
loy.lists, wnd hus scrved his lajesty since cnd before the 1.te wnntziy
rebellion,  When the Government purchused tau territory the chiefs
£a1d Coloncl McKec, the deputy Indicn .gent, that her iend wes not inelu-
dod. McKec ogrecd 1o this, uwccopting gtring of wvraipuil, Lol seld thet
gho noed nod tukc hersclf uncasy about losing it.

Seven c¢f the Chippeovie chicfs signed & stotement t2 tho saic cffcet
sn July 13, 1791. They Geeloared thut bofore thuy signed tho deca Thoy
had told McXce thoy would not sell the tract belonging to thoir sister
5ully Ainsc, who had always used then woll. McKec proxised he would do
1) he eould, ond weald gpool to tho Cormandunt ubout &

whon McKeou natificd the Luond Bourd of the purchi.sc 21 W 31, 1790,
he rode no mention of w reserve in fuvoer of Sully. The Io.rd thcerefcro,
14 its mocting of Iurch %0, 1792, considercd little sttonticn was to be
puild to hor claim, but neverthcless wrote 1o uicKee about it. Tne latter
denicéd thut any rcserve hed beon nude for ner, tat thot ¢ ocoog of the
chiefs of the itiver Li Tronche aid indcod spe.i: to me oftew the purchase
and beg thit Sully Ainge not be turncd of f the lunds sho sccupics on tae
river. © He told thex thuet the motter had to ue reforred to tho Land
Bourd, oné he did ot dcubt it would consller her. Hig toestluly wud
guppoited by thut ~f Lontiguc, onc of the threc Lenbers 5f tino Bourd,
whe ssid he weg prosent when the purchihse wis nde.

or. April 6 thc Lond Bourd decided that no sttontion could bo paid
to Sally's cluims, " further thuan uny she may aorcfer D petition t¢ the
covornor-in~Council for o single 1ot of 2u0 acres. " 49 "yt for from be-
ing discourufed, Sully oppenred before the Beard when it et the follow-
ing weck, urmeld with all hor docuacnts, including hor Indicn deods, re-
coipts for moneys peid for them, und the chicfg' stutescent thot her
1und hod been reservod in the sale mode to the Government. BShe wlso
pregented a petition sdarcssed to the Governor—in—Council, in which she
gtoted she presumcd it we.s T no infringecment on his Mujosty's rights,
that she ceceptcd and bought this lond, gupposing cnc Indion to have &
right of conveying to anvther. v  She now cleimed only cight lote in the
contre of thc first tcvmship, on which she had nade improvenents.

s
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Courlesy, Mr. Paul Schrodt, Albany, N. Y.

Old Dutch Church. Albany, N. Y. Model made by Paul Schrodt

To the right Pulpit shipped from Holland, April, 1657, and placed
in the Dutch Church at Fort Orange

Courtesy., Williams Press, Inc,, Albany, N. Y.

OLD DUTCH CHURCH
ALBANY, N.Y.

NICHOLAS, SALLY AINSE’S SON
WAS BAPTIZED HERE
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